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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  County 

Borough  of  Walsall 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  state 
of  the  public  health  of  the  Borough  during  the  year  1947. 

Vital  Statistics 

The  Birth  Rate  shows  an  increase,  being  23.16  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  compared  with  22.51  for  1946,  the  figures  for  England 
and  Wales  being  20.5  and  19.1  respectively,  and  23.3  for  the  great 
towns.  This  is  the  highest  birth  rate  in  the  borough  since  1924.  The 
Illegitimate  Birth  Rate,  0.91,  is  rather  less  than  in  the  previous  year, 
there  being  100  illegitimate  births  as  compared  with  104.  Infant 
Mortality  shows  an  increase,  being  50.14  per  1,000  births  compared 
with  43.48  in  the  previous  year.  The  illegitimate  infant  mortality 
rate  also  shows  an  increase,  being  90.00  per  1,000  births  as  against 
76.92  in  1946.  The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  country  as  a  whole 
was  41  per  1,000  births  and  47  for  the  great  towns. 

The  general  Death  Rate  also  shows  an  increase,  being  12.05  per 
1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  10.90.  The  corresponding 
rate  for  the  country  as  a  whole  was  12.0  and  for  the  great  towns  13.0. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  was  1.16  per  1,000  (live  and  still) 
births,  three  women  having  died  as  the  result  of  childbirth. 

Health  of  the  Borough 

The  first  three  months  of  1947  were  characterised  by  one  of  the 
most  severe  winters  experienced  for  many  years,  severe  frosts  and 
heavy  snowfalls  which  lasted  for  some  nine  weeks,  and  which  was 
accompanied  by  a  fuel  crisis,  a  shortage  of  coal  and  cuts  in  electricity. 
To  compensate  for  this  bad  start  we  enjoyed  a  long  spell  of  perfect 
holiday  weather.  We  are  fortunate  in  our  situation  in  that  we  did  not 
suffer  from  flooding  when  the  thaw  came  in  the  spring,  nor  did  we 
suffer  from  a  shortage  of  water  as  the  result  of  the  dry  summer 
weather. 
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For  the  second  year  in  succession,  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria 
was  extremely  low,  only  14  cases,  all  in  non-immunised  persons,  being 
notified.  Scarlet  Fever  was  more  prevalent,  with  368  notified  cases. 
Measles  also  was  very  prevalent,  1,768  cases  being  notified.  Fhere 
were  274  cases  of  Whooping  Cough,  11  cases  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever, 
15  of  Poliomyelitis  and  4  of  Polioencephalitis. 

Tuberculosis 

There  has  been  a  decline  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
notified,  viz.,  Ill  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  as  against  114,  and 
22  cases  of  other  forms  of  the  disease  as  against  22  last  year.  There 
has  been  little  change  in  the  death  rate — 68  deaths  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  10  from  other  forms,  as  compared  with  67  deaths 
from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  10  from  other  forms  in  the  previous 
year,  the  death  rates  being  0.62  from  the  pulmonary  form  and  0.09 
from  the  non-pulmonary  form,  compared  with  0.62  and  0.10. 

Respiratory  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  show  an  increase,  the 
death  rate  being  1.50  per  1,000  of  the  population  compared  with  1.30 
in  the  previous  year. 

Cancer 

There  were  180  deaths  from  all  forms  of  malignant  disease  as 
compared  with  175,  giving  a  death  rate  of  1.65  as  against  1.63. 

The  Borough  Council  is  a  constituent  member  of  the  West 
Midlands  Cancer  Scheme. 

Venereal  Diseases 

The  number  of  persons  presenting  themselves  for  examination  at 
the  Special  Clinic  shows  a  decrease,  486  new  cases  attending.  201 
persons  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  Venereal  Disease  (Syphilis  81, 
Gonorrhoea  120)  and  285  were  found  to  be  not  suffering  from  the 
disease.  In  the  previous  year  the  corresponding  figures  were  248 

suffering  from  venereal  disease  and  298  not  suffering  from  the  disease. 

•  ' 

Hospitals 

The  shortage  of  nursing  staff  in  our  hospitals  continues,  and  it 
has  not  yet  been  found  possible  to  re-open  any  of  the  closed  wards 
at  the  Manor  Hospital  or  at  the  Goscote  Isolation  Hospital.  With 
the  object  of  encouraging  girls  leaving  school  at  15  to  take  up  nursing, 
the  Health  Committee,  in  conjunction  with  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Walsall  General  Hospital,  introduced  a  scheme  of  “Nursing 
Cadets.’'  The  girls  selected  by  the  Matrons  of  the  two  hospitals  spend 
half  their  time  at  the  Technical  College  and  receive  instruction  in 
general  education,  elementary  hygiene,  etc.,  and  the  remainder  of 
their  time  at  the  hospital  of  their  choice,  where  they  carry  out  duties 
in  some  of  the  hospital  departments — they  do  not  work  in  the  wards. 
The  scheme  is  still  in  its  preliminary  stage  but  it  is  hoped  to  extend 
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the  training  to  include  anatomy  and  physiology  and  so  enable  the 
students  to  pass  the  first  part  of  the  examination  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  before  they  enter  the  hospital  as  student  nurses  at  18. 


Housing 

The  280  new  houses  which  were  provided  during  1947  did  little 
to  solve  the  housing  situation  which  is  still  very  serious.  So  many 
families  now  exist  in  one  or  two  rooms,  sharing  houses  either  with 
relatives,  friends,  or  with  strangers.  Overcrowding  is  not  uncommon, 
but  even  where  there  may  be  no  actual  overcrowding  as  defined  by 
the  Housing  Acts,  the  unavoidable  close  proximity  of  these  families 
does  not  conduce  to  the  building  up  of  a  happy  family  life,  which  in 
many  cases  is  non-existent.  Psychological  upsets  are  all  too  common 
and  where  there  are  so  many  claimants  for  so  few  houses  it  is  a  matter 
of  no  little  difficulty  to  determine  the  most  urgent  and  most  needy 
cases.  For  many  parents  the  prospects  of  having  a  home  of  their 
own  in  the  near  future  are  far  from  bright. 


Staff 


There  have  been  few  changes  in  the  staff.  Dr.  A.  Brown  was 
appointed  to  a  permanent  post  as  Assistant  Medical  Officer  in  May, 
taking  the  place  of  Dr.  Reach,  who  had  held  the  post  in  a  temporary 
capacity. 

Mrs.  Evans  who  had  given  faithful  and  loyal  service  as  School 
Clinic  Nurse  for  the  long  period  of  21  years  retired  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 


National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 

Proposals  for  the  carrying  out  by  the  local  health  authority  of 
the  various  duties  under  Sections  22  to  29  of  the  Act  have  been 
submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Health  and  to  the  various  organisations 
concerned. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  thank  the  members  of  my  staff  who  have 
given  me  such  loyal  and  devoted  service  during  a  busy  year. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  I  am 
also  grateful  for  their  continued  help  and  encouragement. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

JAMES  A.  M.  CLARK,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1.  General  Statistics 

Area  in  Acres  ... 

Population  .  (At  Census  1931) . 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ,, 

Number  of  Families 
Population  1947  (estimated)  ... 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  Rate  ... 

Population  per  Acre  ... 

2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Number  of  Births  Registered 

(Legitimate:  M.,  1,231  F.,  1,202  Total  2,433) 

(Illegitimate:  M.,  46  F.,  54  Total  100) 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Number  of  Deaths  (M.  698,  F.  620) 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ... 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  Childbirth: 
From  Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

From  other  Puerperal  Causes  ... 

Maternal  Mortality  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  Births 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  Births  ... 

Infant  Mortality  (legitimate  infants)  per  1,000  births 
Do.  (illegitimate  infants)  do. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population,  from — 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
All  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis) 

Cancer  ... 

Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  (Smallpox,  Enteric 
Fever,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough, 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup)  ... 

Death  Rate  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  of  Children  under 
2  years  of  age,  per  1,000  births 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 


8,780 

103,059 

23,311 

24,953 

109,380 

£555,715 

£2,190 

12.4 


2,533 


23.16 

1,318 

12.05 

Nil 

3 

1.16 

127 

50.14 

48.50 

90.00 

0.62 

0.71 

1.50 

1.65 


0.07 

4.34 

11 

3 

2 
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Coroner’s  Inquests 

198  inquests  were  held  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  (120  males, 
77  females  and  1  sex  unknown). 

Post-Mortem  Examinations  ordered  by  Coroner  ...  152 


Summary  of  Inquests 
Death  by  Murder 
,,  Suicide 

,,  Manslaughter  and  Infanticide 

,,  Self-induced  Abortion 

,,  Neglect 

,,  Want  of  Attention  at  Birth 

Accident  or  Misadventure 
Death  from  Natural  Causes 
Stillborn 

Open  Verdicts  (sex  unknown,  1) 
Inquests  adjourned 


M.  F. 

6  4 


1  4 

44  26 

68  43 

1  — 


120  77 


Inquests  on  children  suffocated  whilst  in  bed 

(accidental)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  1 

Inquests  on  bodies  of  newly  born  children  ... 

Vital  Statistics 

The  Birth  Rate  is  23.16  as  compared  with  20.5  in  England  and 
Wales  as  a  whole,  and  23.3  for  the  large  towns. 

The  Death  Rate  shows  an  increase,  being  12.05  compared  with 
12.0  for  the  country  as  a  whole  and  13.0  for  the  large  towns. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  50.14,  as  compared  with  43.48  in  the 
previous  year.  The  rate  for  the  country  as  a  whole  is  41,  and  for  the 
large  towns  47. 

There  were  3  Maternal  Deaths  during  the  year. 

The  Death  Rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  remains  the  same 
as  last  year,  0.62  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  death  rate  from 
other  Respiratory  Diseases  shows  an  increase,  being  1.50  per  1,000 
as  against  1.30  in  the  previous  year. 


Pathological  Work 

7,547  specimens  have  been  examined  on  behalf  of  the  Borough 
Council  in  the  pathological  laboratory,  6,554  in  respect  of  Manor 
Hospital  and  993  in  respect  of  other  public  health  services. 

Vaccinations 

During  the  year  1,140  children  under  the  age  of  14  years  were 
successfully  vaccinated  and  1,308  declarations  of  Conscientious 
objection  to  vaccination  were  received. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Diphtheria.  14  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  compared  with 
18  in  1946,  a  new  low  record.  There  were  two  fatal  cases,  against  one 
in  the  previous  year.  All  the  14  cases  occurred  in  non-immunised 
persons.  1,814  children  (1,089  under  the  age  of  five  years  and  725 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen),  were  immunised  against  the 
disease.  333  children  were  given  a  reinforcing  dose. 

Scarlet  Fever.  368  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the 
year,  as  compared  with  132  in  the  previous  year.  The  disease  was  of 
a  mild  character  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

Measles  was  more  prevalent,  1,768  being  notified  as  compared 
with  147  in  the  previous  year.  There  were  three  deaths. 

Whooping  Cough.  274  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified 
as  compared  with  384.  There  were  two  fatal  cases. 

Acute  Primary  or  Influenzal  Pneumonia.  186  cases  were  notified 
as  compared  with  227.  There  were  82  deaths  from  this  cause  during 
the  year,  an  increase  of  15  on  the  previous  year.  Influenza  accounted 
for  20  deaths  as  compared  with  25  in  the  previous  year. 

Scabies.  There  has  been  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  number 
of  children  and  adults  receiving  treatment  at  the  Scabies  Clinic, 
Hatherton  Road,  408  children  and  313  adults  receiving  treatment 
during  the  year  compared  with  558  and  472  respectively. 

Polioencephalitis  and  Poliomyelitis.  Fortunately  Walsall  did  not 
suffer  very  severely  from  the  outbreak  which  affected  such  a  large  part 
of  the  country  during  the  summer  of  1947.  Fifteen  cases  of  Polio¬ 
myelitis  and  four  of  Polioencephalitis  were  notified.  The  first  case  was 
reported  in  the  first  week  of  August,  5  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  and  2  of 
Polioencephalitis  being  reported  during  the  month,  1  case  of  Polio¬ 
myelitis  and  2  of  Polioencephalitis  during  September,  3  cases  of 
Poliomyelitis  during  October,  1  in  November  and  1  in  December. 
There  were  two  deaths,  both  from  Polioencephalitis.  The  cases 
occurred  in  widely  scattered  districts  of  the  town,  and  in  no  case 
could  any  evidence  of  contact  between  cases  be  obtained. 

Isolation  Hospital.  182  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  13  cases  of  Diphtheria,  118  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  22  of 
Measles  with  complications,  4  of  Whooping  Cough  with  complications, 
and  25  other  diseases. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITALS 
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*These  deaths  do  not  necessarily  refer  to  the  cases  notified. 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


The  work  of  the  Ambulance  Service  continues  to  increase  and 
throughout  the  year  a  continuous  24  hours  service  has  been  main¬ 
tained.  The  following  table  shews  the  work  done  during  the  year: 
No.  of  cases  of  illness  removed  by  ambulance  ...  2,662 

No.  of  street  illness  or  accident  cases  ...  ...  509 

No.  of  sitting  case  car  journeys  ...  ...  ...  235 

No.  of  journeys  outside  the  Borough  ...  ...  200 

3,606 


Total  mileage  run  during  the  year  ...  ..  ...  23,980 

In  addition  the  sitting  case  car  was  used  for  2,854  visits  by  the 
Municipal  Midwives.  With  the  introduction  of  the  Gas  and  Air 
Analgesic  apparatus  for  use  by  the  Midwives  the  car  service  was  called 
upon  to  deliver  and  collect  the  apparatus  and  this  service  was  carried 
out  on  83  occasions. 

The  Walsall  Health  Committee  have  made  arrangements  with 
neighbouring  Authorities  for  mutual  aid  when,  owing  to  excessive  calls 
upon  the  service,  all  vehicles  of  an  Authority  are  engaged.  So  far 
this  arangement  has  proved  to  be  one-sided  as  obviously  the  smaller 
surrounding  Authorities  are  more  likely,  with  their  limited  number  of 
vehicles,  to  need  the  Walsall  Ambulance  Service  than  we  are  to  need 
them.  Nevertheles  the  arrangement  has  been  a  prelude  to  the  mutual 
aid  arrangements  envisaged  in  the  National  Health  Service  Act  and 
we  have  been  glad  to  be  of  assistance  in  these  emergencies.  Cannock 
R.D.C.,  Aldridge,  Brownhills  and  Wiilenhall  U.D.  Councils  have 
all  been  assisted  during  the  year. 

200  journeys  have  been  made  outside  the  Borough  and  the  service 
thus  provided  has  been  of  real  assistance  to  Walsall  people  requiring 
ambulance  transport  either  to  or  from  Hospitals,  etc.  The  personal 
difficulties  thus  resolved  have  been  much  appreciated. 

At  the  end  of  1947  the  Department  owned  three  ambulances  and 
one  sitting-case  car.  All  these  vehicles  have  been  on  the  road  for  many 
years  and  renewal  is  a  very  urgent  matter.  Delivery  of  two  new 
ambulances  is  expected  in  the  latter  half  of  1948  and  a  new  sitting-case 
car  was  ordered  in  October,  1947.  Delivery  of  this  latter  vehicle  is 
very  problematical  but  every  effort  is  being  made  to  speed  up  delivery. 

The  Health  Committee  have  agreed  to  increase  the  amount  of 
heated  garage  accommodation  and  it  is  expected  this  will  be  provided 
before  the  end  of  1948. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  Ambulance  Supervisor  and  his  staff 
for  the  excellent  service  they  have  maintained  throughout  the  year 
despite  the  many  mechanical  difficulties  they  have  had  to  contend 
with . 
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MANOR  HOSPITAL 


The  following  report  on  the  work  of  the  Manor  Hospital  has 
been  supplied  by  Dr.  Weston,  Medical  Superintendent. 

"The  number  of  admissions  was  4,677  as  compared  with  4,944 
in  1946. 

"Because  of  the  polio-myelitis  epidemic,  non-urgent  operations 
in  children  were  postponed,  and  as  a  result,  the  waiting  list  for 
tonsillectomy  has  become  very  large. 

"Dr.  T.  L.  Hardy,  Visiting  Consulting  Physician,  resigned  in 
September  on  being  appointed  Professor  of  Gastro-enterology  at  the 
University  of  Birmingham.  He  has  however,  been  appointed  in  an 
Honorary  Consultant  capacity  and  we  are  grateful  for  his  help. 

"We  welcome  Dr.  C.  R.  St.  Johnston,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P.,  of  the 
Birmingham  United  Hospital,  who  has  been  appointed  Visiting 
Consulting  Physician  to  the  Manor  Hospital,  in  succession  to  Dr. 
T.  L.  Hardy. 

"In  view  of  the  continuing  nursing  shortage,  it  has  not  yet  been 
possible  to  re-open  any  closed  wards.  I  hope  that  in  the  near  future 
it  will  be  possible  and  that  the  overcrowding  in  the  wards  will  then 
be  overcome. 

"As  has  already  been  reported  to  the  Health  Committee,  there 
are  deficiencies  in  our  accommodation,  the  most  urgent  being  the  Out¬ 
patient  and  Casualty  Department,  and  the  lack  of  an  adequate  Ante- 
Natal  Clinic.  Our  Massage  Department  is  very  crowded,  and 
treatments  are  carried  out  with  difficulty." 


Statistics  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1947 

Total  admissions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,677 

Total  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  324 


Accommodation 

Men 

Women  ... 
Children 


132 

137 

64 


333 
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Average  number  of  beds  occupied 

...  ...  ... 

221 

Highest  number  of  beds  occupied 

(29.10.47) 

251 

Lowest  number  of  beds  occupied 

(25.12.47) 

181 

Average  stay  in  hospital — 1947 

. (days) 

17 

Ditto.  1946 

...  ...  j  , 

17 

Surgical  operations 

...  ...  ... 

2,740 

Minor  operations  in  Outpatient  Theatre 

...  ...  ... 

1,106 

Operatons  in  Main  Theatre 

Pathological  specimens  examined  at  Manor  Hospital  during 

1,634 

the  year 

... 

7,291 

Maternity  Department 

Births 

. 

531 

Stillbirths 

...  ...  ... 

16 

Number  died  under  ten  days  ... 

17 

Medical  attention  sought 

...  ...  ... 

130 

Cases  delivered  by  doctors  ... 

...  ...  ... 

73 

Born  before  admission 

...  ...  ... 

7 

Forcep  deliveries 

...  ...  ... 

21 

Caesarean  Sections 

...  ...  ... 

25 

Maternal  Deaths 

. 

3 

Ante-natal  attendances 

4,551 

Flying  Squad  calls 

... 

5 

Massage  and  Electrical  Department 

Treatments  given: 

Massage  ...  ... 

3,105 

Electrical 

1,715 

Radiant  Heat  ... 

3,938 

Ultra-violet  Light 

886 

Exercises 

3,772 

Short  Wave 

1,416 

X-Ray  Department 

Number  of  films  taken  (Out-patient  and 

In-patient) 

6,277 

Number  of  Screen  Examinations 

515 

Number  of  X-ray  treatments 

... 

98 

Out-patient  Department 

Daily  Dressings 

•••  ...  ... 

14,421 

Injections 

...  ...  ... 

1,170 

Pneumothorax  ... 

...  ...  ... 

684 

Varicose  Wins  ... 

. 

309 

Minor  Operations 

•  .  .  ...  ... 

1,106 
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New  Casualties 

Lacerations 

Septic 

Bums 

Eyes 

Fractures 

Others 


514 

146 

135 

357 

190 

1,579  —  2,921 


Consultations 


705 


Cases  referred  by  General  Practitioners 


Gynaecological  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  219 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  ...  ...  ...  ...  692 

Surgical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  870 

Medical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  445 

Paediatric  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

Fractures  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18  —  2,374 


X-ray 


4,132 


Massage 


9,462 


Clinics 

Surgical  ... 

Fracture 

Orthopaedic 

Ante-Natal 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

Dental 

Medical  ... 

Paediatric 
Gynaecological  ... 


2,791 

998 

19 

4,551 

2,554 

460 

1,164 

308 

651 


Out-patient  Total  ...  50,780 


Service  Cases 


35 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


The  demand  for  Maternity  accommodation  at  the  Maternity 
Home,  Bloxwich,  and  the  Maternity  Unit,  Manor  Hospital  is  as  great 
as  ever,  and  patients  are  selected  in  accordance  with  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  as  set  out  in  Circular  96/1946. 

The  services  of  the  ‘ ‘  Flying  Squad  ’ '  were  requisitioned  in  five 
cases  of  obstetric  complications  with  satisfactory  results  in  all  cases. 


Approximately  46  per  cent,  of  all  confinements  occurring  in 
Walsall  took  place  in  hospital  or  in  one  of  the  four  nursing  homes 
in  the  borough;  541  confinements  took  place  at  Manor  Hospital,  263 
in  the  Maternity  Hospital,  Bloxwich,  compared  with  768  and  322 
respectively  in  the  previous  year.  394  confinements  took  place  in 
private  nursing  homes  and  1,434  on  the  district. 

The  Ante-natal  Clinics  have  been  well  attended,  1,220  mothers 
having  attented  the  extern  clinics  and  469  the  Ante-natal  Clinic  at 
Manor  Hospital.  Three  ante-natal  medical  examinations  were  made 
by  general  practitioners  of  mothers  referred  to  them  from  clinics  or 
by  Municipal  midwives. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  have  also  been  well 
attended,  2,093  infants  having  been  brought  for  medical  examination 
and  advice  for  the  first  time,  the  total  attendances  being  32,078  as 
against  34,643  in  1946. 

Care  of  Illegitimate  Children.  The  Walsall  County  Borough,  as 
the  Welfare  Authority,  is  a  constituent  authority  of  the  Staffordshire 
County  Council  Scheme  for  the  care  of  illegitimate  children  and  their 
mothers. 


During  the  year  47  cases  of  unmarried  mothers  and  their  babies 
have  been  helped. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  12  girls  to  go  into  Diocesan  Homes, 
22  to  go  to  hospital,  10  had  their  babies  at  home,  and  3  left  Walsall 
before  confinement.  Help  concerning  Affiliation  Proceedings  was 
given  in  several  cases  and  efforts  made  to  trace  putative  fathers. 

In  co-operation  with  the  Health  Visitors,  careful  investigation 
has  been  made  of  the  homes  of  prospective  adopters  and  all  the 
children  placed  for  adoption  are  doing  well. 
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The  babies  have  been  placed  as  follows: 

With  mother  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30* 

Adoption  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Private  adoption  (direct  placing  by  mother)  2 
Foster  Parents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Foster  Parents  (direct  placing  by  mother)  ...  2 

Died  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Stillborn  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


48 

*  Includes  1  set  of  twins. 

Premature  Infants.  Notification  was  received  in  respect  of  128 
infants  whose  birth  weight  was  541bs.  or  under,  78  being  born  in 
hospital,  43  on  the  district  and  7  in  private  nursing  homes.  There 
were  6  sets  of  twins  none  of  whom  died  within  24  hours  of  birth. 
Seven  of  the  babies  born  in  hospital,  1  born  in  a  nursing  home,  and 
1  born  at  home  died  within  24  hours.  62  of  the  babies  born  in 
hospital,  36  of  the  babies  born  on  the  district,  and  6  of  those  born  in 
nursing  homes  survived  at  the  end  of  four  weeks. 

Thirty-six  babies  were  certified  as  having  died  from  prematurity 
before  they  attained  the  age  of  twelve  months;  22  of  these  were  of 
low  birth  weight. 

The  arrangements  for  the  care  of  premature  infants  are  as 
described  in  previous  reports. 


DAY  NURSERIES 

The  two  Day  Nurseries,  situated  at  Bescot  and  Blakenall,  have 
been  filled  to  capacity  throughout  the  year.  There  is  a  considerable 
demand  for  accommodation  which  cannot  be  met  and  the  question 
of  further  Day  Nursery  provision  should  be  considered  in  the  future. 
The  health  of  the  children  in  attendance  at  the  Nurseries  has  been 
very  satisfactory  apart  from  minor  outbreaks  of  Infectious  Disease. 


The  following  table  shews  the  average  attendances  at  the 
Nurseries  during  1947. 


Day  Nursery 

Average  No. 

Total  No.  of 

Average  daily 

on  Register 

attendances 

attendances 

Bescot 

63 

11,090 

43.9 

Blakenall 

56 

10,335 

40.8 
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Causes  of  Death 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

G 
G 
S— ( 

G 
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G 

O 
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S 

O 

O 

u 

CJ 

'  r* 

C 

Diseases 

Diarrhoea  and  Entei 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Malformati 
Birth  Injury;  Ini 

Diseases 

Tubercular  Diseases 

Bronchitis  &  Pneumc 

Other  Causes 

Totals 

Nett  Births  in  the  Year — Legitimate,  2,433;  Illegitimate,  100. 
Nett  Deaths  in  the  Year  of  Legitimate  Infants,  118;  Illegitimate  Infants, 
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MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 


The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  2,533,  an 
increase  of  118  over  the  previous  year.  1,419  of  these  cases  were 
attended  by  the  Municipal  Midwifery  staff  who  also  were  responsible 
for  5,184  ante-natal  home  visits  to  their  patients.  The  Domiciliary 
Midwifery  service  has  functioned  very  smoothly  under  the  control  of 
Mrs.  Kendall,  the  Supervisor  of  Midwives.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
the  staff  consisted  of  twelve  midwives  with  an  additional  midwife 
expected  to  take  up  duties  early  in  1948. 

By  arangement  with  the  Birmingham  Maternity  Hospital  all  our 
midwives  are  receiving  instruction  in  the  use  of  Gas  and  Air  Analgesics 
and  nine  are  so  far  qualified  to  administer  anaesthetics  to  their 
patients.  It  is  expected  all  the  staff  will  be  so  trained  early  in  1948. 
Four  Gas  and  Air  outfits  are  available  and  during  the  year  93 
anaesthetics  were  given.  This  service  is  much  appreciated  by  the 
patients  and  those  availing  themselves  of  the  anaesthetic  speak  highly 
of  the  relief  obtained. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Health  Committee  approved  the 
provision  of  the  new  State  Registered  Uniform  for  all  the  Midwifery 
staff  and  this  is  expected  to  be  in  use  early  in  1948. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  nursing  staff  in  the  Maternity  Unit  at 
Manor  Hospital  it  was  necessary  for  patients  to  be  discharged  to  their 
homes  before  the  fourteenth  day  after  confinement  and  the  Municipal 
Midwives  continued  the  nursing  of  these  patients  at  home.  During 
the  year  415  cases  were  attended.  We  are  glad  to  put  on  record  the 
excellent  co-operation  which  has  existed  between  the  Manor  Hospital 
and  the  extern  Ante-natal  clinics  and  no  difficulty  has  occurred  in 
obtaining  admission  from  the  Clinics  for  any  case  judged  to  require 
Hospital  treatment. 


Clinics  and  Welfare  Centres 

The  Ante-natal  clinics  have  been  well  attended — 1,117  new  cases 
being  recorded  for  the  year,  with  5,369  total  visits.  Owing  to  the 
large  numbers  attending  Field  Road  clinic,  an  extra  session  was  held 
on  Tuesdays  in  addition  to  the  usual  Wednesday  clinic.  Routine 
Wassermann  Reaction  Tests  were  commenced  at  all  clinics  and  out  of 
615  tests  taken,  only  4  were  referred  for  treatment — with  satisfactory 
results  to  both  mother  and  infant. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Centres  were  well  attended  2,093  new  cases 
attending  during  the  year,  with  37,078  total  attendances.  The  general 
standard  of  infant  care  and  hygiene  is  good,  and  it  is  hoped  to 
recommence  mothercraft  talks  and  instruction  which  had  fallen  into 
abeyance  owing  to  the  shortage  of  trained  Health  Visitors. 
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During  the  year,  Infant  foods  were  in  short  supply,  so  much  so 
that  they  had  to  be  “  rationed  ’  ’  and  discontinued  when  the  child 
attained  the  age  of  eight  months.  The  position  has  lately  improved 
and  supplies  are  once  more  adequate.  A  large  number  of  mothers 
are  using  National  Dried  Milk,  obtainable  direct  from  the  Food  Office 
as  well  as  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres — the  ease  with  which  it  can  be 
obtained  partly  accounting  for  the  large  number  of  bottle  fed  infants. 
National  Dried  Milk,  readily  obtainable  other  than  at  Welfare  Centres, 
also  means  that  many  of  these  infants  do  not  attend  any  centre  for 
supervision,  or,  when  they  do  come,  are  already  being  bottle  fed. 

Nursing  Homes 

The  four  Maternity  Nursing  Homes  and  one  home  for  old  people 
registered  in  the  Borough  were  regularly  inspected  and  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  In  one  Maternity  Home  there  was  a  small  outbreak  of 
Pemphigus  Neonatorum  necessitating  the  temporary  closure  of  the 
home  to  limit  infection.  None  of  the  cases  were  severe,  and  all  made 
a  good  recovery.  One  or  two  further  cases  occurred  on  the  district 
but  there  was  no  serious  epidemic. 

Maternal  Mortality 

During  the  year  there  were  three  maternal  deaths,  giving  a  death 
rate  of  1.16  per  thousand  births,  none  of  the  deaths  was  due  to 
puerperal  sepsis. 

Infectious  Diseases 

Five  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified  during  the 
year  and  all  made  a  good  recovery  without  any  impairment  of  vision. 
None  of  the  cases  were  gonococcal  in  origin.  Two  cases  of  Puerperal 
Pyrexia  were  also  notified  during  the  year. 


HEALTH  VISITING 

The  year  has  been  a  very  difficult  one  owing  to  the  extreme 
shortage  of  trained  Health  Visitors.  Out  of  a  total  complement  of 
thirteen  we  had  only  five  Health  Visitors  on  the  staff  at  the  end  of 
the  year  and  we  were  compelled  to  engage  State  Registered  Nurses 
who  were  employed  on  Welfare  Centre  and  Ante-natal  Clinic  duties 
and  so  enable  the  trained  Health  Visitors  to  carry  out  the  more 
important  work  of  home  visiting.  In  spite  of  this  difficulty  we  have 
carried  out  the  major  part  of  our  work  in  a  successful  manner  and, 
until  more  trained  Health  Visitors  are  available,  we  must  continue 
along  these  lines. 

The  Health  Committee  have  co-operated  in  the  training  scheme 
for  Health  Visitors  with  the  Birmingham  City  Council  and,  of  our 
trainees  participating  in  the  scheme,  the  first  student  was  successful 
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in  passing  her  Health  Visitors  examination  and  returned  to  duty  with 
the  Department  in  April.  Our  second  student,  it  is  expected,  will 
return  to  the  Department  early  in  1948.  Although  the  Health 
Committee  had  approved  the  training  of  three  students,  the  Birming¬ 
ham  City  Council  could  only  admit  two  to  their  training  scheme.  If 
progress  under  the  scheme  appears  to  be  slow  we  feel  we  are  on  the 
right  lines  in  building  up  our  staff  by  this  excellent  training  scheme 
and  feel  sure  that  staff  shortage  will  adjust  itself  in  the  next  year 
or  two. 

In  connection  with  the  Birmingham  training  scheme  some  of  the 
students  attended  at  the  Walsall  Health  Department  for  practical 
training  and  we  believe  they  obtained  thereby  a  wide  experience  of  the 
work  now  carried  out  in  an  industrial  area.  All  the  students  expressed 
their  gratitude  for  the  opportunities  thus  afforded  them. 

Until  our  staff  is  much  increased  we  cannot  undertake  the  home 
visiting  which  we  regard  as  such  an  important  part  of  our  work 
although,  with  the  limited  staff  available,  we  are  doing  all  we  can  in 
this  direction.  It  is  realised  that  although  attendance  at  the  welfare 
Centres  is  valuable,  such  contact  cannot  take  the  place  of  the 
personal  and  intimate  home  visit.  We  find,  in  these  days,  that  the 
Health  Visitor  is,  in  the  main,  very  welcome  in  the  home  and  her 
advice  and  friendship  is  of  real  value  to  the  young  mother. 


HOME  HELP  SCHEME 

The  Home  and  Domestic  Help  Service  commenced  during  1947, 
but  cannot  be  regarded  as  entirely  satisfactory,  owing  to  the  small 
number  of  personnel  available  since  the  commencement  of  the 
scheme,  although  every  effort  has  been  and  is  still  being  made  to 
obtain  additional  workers. 

The  demand  for  the  Service  is  increasing,  and  in  fact,  on 
occasions,  exceeds  the  supply  of  helps.  It  is  often  found  necessary 
to  transfer  workers  from  cases  to  others  which  are  in  more  urgent 
need. 

There  is  no  doubt  about  the  usefulness  of  the  Service  and 
families  using  it  have  expressed  their  gratitude  for  the  assistance 
given.  We  must  do  ail  that  is  possible  to  increase  the  scope  of  the 
Service. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  four  Home  Helps  were  employed  and 
twenty  cases  were  provided  with  assistance  in  1947. 
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Table  showing  number  of  Midwives  practising  in  the  Borough  and 

cases  attended  during  1947 


Domiciliary 

Midwives  in 

Totals 

Midwives 

Institutions 

No.  of  Midwives  practising  in  the 

Borough  at  the  end  of  1947 — 

(a)  Employed  by  the  Council  ... 

13 

11 

24 

(b)  In  private  practice  ... 

3 

9 

12 

16 

20 

36 

Domiciliary 

Cases  in 

Totals 

No.  of  cases  in  the  Borough  attended 

Cases 

Institutions 

by  Midwives — 

(a)  Employed  by  the  Council — 

(i)  As  Midwives 

1172 

609 

1781 

(ii)  As  Maternity  Nurses  ... 

247 

195 

442 

(b)  In  private  practice — 

(i)  As  Midwives 

8 

37 

45 

(ii)  As  Maternity  Nurses 

7 

357 

364 

Totat  q  S  (i)  As  Midwives  . 

{  (ii)  As  Maternity  Nurses  ... 

1180 

646 

1826 

254 

552 

806 

1434 

1198 

2632 

Attendances  Registered  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres 


Centre 

Under 

6  months 

6—12 

months 

1—2 

years 

2—5 

years 

Total 

New 

Cases 

A. 

M. 

A. 

M. 

A. 

M. 

A. 

M. 

A. 

M. 

Pool  St.  .. 

2812 

• 

920 

1600 

366 

936 

431 

771 

175 

6119 

1892 

371 

Field  Ed.  .. 

3392 

1120 

1641 

382 

1337 

569 

1417 

299 

7787 

2370 

625 

Littleton  St. 

1902 

815 

1153 

330 

775 

347 

1055 

230 

4885 

1722 

329 

Countess  St. 

3278 

1096 

1953 

430 

1264 

589 

1323 

250 

7818 

2365 

428 

Ida  Rd.  .. 

2273 

853 

1233 

311 

767 

409 

1196 

291 

5469 

1864 

340 

Totals  .. 

13657 

4804 

7580 

1819 

5079 

2345 

5762 

1245 

32078 

10213 

2093 

A. — Attendances. 


M. — Medical  Examinations. 
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Table  showing  particulars  of  the  cases  dealt  with  at  the  Maternity 
Block,  Manor  Hospital,  and  at  the  Maternity  Hospital  at  Bloxwich 


Details  of  Cases 

Manor 

Hospital 

Maternity 

Hospital 

Number  of  Cases  admitted  during  1947 

548 

273 

Average  duration  of  stay  ... 

10.1  days 

12.5  days 

No.  of  Cases  delivered  by — 

(a)  Mid  wives 

468 

141 

( b)  Doctors  ... 

73 

122 

No.  of  cases  in  which  medical  assistance  was 
sought  bv  a  midwife  in  emergency 

130 

7 

No.  of  Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  notified  ... 

2 

Nil 

No.  of  Cases  of  pemphigus  neonatorum 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of  infants  not  entirely  breast  fed  while  in 
the  Institution 

298 

29 

No.  of  Cases  notified  as  ophthalmia  neonatorum 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of  Maternal  Deaths  ... 

3 

Nil 

No.  of  deaths — 

(a)  Stillborn 

16 

6 

(b)  Within  10  days  of  birth  and  their 
causes,  and  the  results  of  the  post¬ 
mortem  examinations,  if  obtainable 

f  17 

*  4 

f  13  died  from  Premature  Birth,  1  from  Asphyxia  neonatorum,  1  from 
Atelectasis,  1  from  Spina  bifida  and  1  from  Cerebral  Haemorrhage. 

*  2  died  from  Premature  Birfh,  1  from  Atelectasis  and  1  from  Melaena 

neonatorum. 
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MENTAL  WELFARE 


On  1st  August,  1947,  the  Mental  Welfare  work  was  transferred 
from  the  Town  Clerk’s  Department  to  the  Department  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  Mental  Welfare  Committee  has  now 
become  the  Health  (Mental  Health  Case)  Sub-Committee.  The  Mental 
Welfare  Officers,  the  Occupation  Centre  Staff  and  the  Shorthand- 
Typist  were  transferred  to  the  Department  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 


Statistics 

The  number  of  patients  under  supervision  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  474. 


Under  Statutory  Supervision 

.  130 

Under  Guardianship  ... 

.  20 

On  Licence 

.  54 

In  Great  Barr  Park  Colony 

.  267 

In  Rampton  State  Institution 

.  3 

Total  ...  474 

In  addition,  there  are  455  cases  under  Voluntary  Supervision  by 
the  Mental  Welfare  Association.  The  Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officer 
is  the  Secretary  of  the  Mental  Welfare  Association  and  she  and  the 
Mental  Welfare  Officer  are  responsible  for  all  the  work  of  the 
Association. 


Cases  notified  during  the  year  were  as  follows:  — 

(a)  By  the  Mental  Welfare  Voluntary  Association  ...  4 

(b)  By  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  ...  ...  4 

(c)  By  others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(d)  By  the  Director  of  Education  under  Section  57  (3) 

Idiots  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Imbeciles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Educationally  subnormal  ...  ...  ...  6 


Under  Section  57  (5) 

Educationally  subnormal  ...  ...  ...  3 — 17 


Total 


27 


29 


During  the  year  13  Petitions  were  presented  and  Orders  were 
made  detaining  these  patients  in  Great  Barr  Park  Colony. 

The  number  of  patients  on  licence  during  the  year  was  as 
follows :  — 

From  Great  Barr  Park  Colony  ...  ...  53 

From  Etloe  House  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  54 


The  number  of  patients  returned  to  Great  Barr  Park  Colony  as 
being  no  longer  suitable  for  licence  was  9.  Of  this  number  2  were 
again  sent  on  licence  and  1  was  transferred  to  St.  Matthew’s  Hospital, 
Burntwood. 

77  Orders  in  respect  of  patients  chargeable  to  the  Health 
Committee  at  Great  Barr  Park  Colony  or  under  Guardianship  have 
been  continued. 

Number  of  deaths  during  the  year  was  as  follows :  — 

At  Great  Barr  Park  Colony  ...  ...  ...  7 

At  home  under  Statutory  Supervision  ...  1 

Absconder  from  the  Colony  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  marriages  notified  during  the  year :  — 

Under  Statutory  Supervision  ...  ...  ...  1  male 

Number  of  recorded  visits  paid  during  the  year  was  1,348. 
(This  includes  Statutory,  Voluntary  and  Education  Visits.) 

Number  of  recorded  interviews  was  1,143. 

Occupation  Centre 

The  number  of  pupils  on  the  Register  during  the  year  was  as 
follows :  — 

(a)  Junior  Class  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

(b)  Senior  Girls’  Class  ...  ...  ...  16 

(c)  Senior  Boys’  Class  ...  ...  ...  11 

Total  ...  58 

The  Junior  children  attend  the  Occupation  Centre  daily  from 
10  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  A  hot  meal,  for  which  they  pay  4d.  is  provided 
at  mid-day  and  they  receive  free  milk  each  morning. 

The  Senior  Girls’  Class  meets  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  from 
2  p.m.  to  4  p.m.  and  a  cup  of  tea  and  a  small  cake  are  provided  for 
them, 
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The  Senior  Boys'  Class  meets  on  Mondays  and  Wednesdays 
from  2  pan.  to  4  p.m.  and  the  boys  also  have  a  cup  of  tea. 

Rug-making,  embroidery,  elementary  handcraft,  percussion  band, 
eurhythmies,  country  dancing,  games  and  speech  training  form  part 
of  the  curriculum  of  this  flourishing  Centre. 

During  the  year  two  Outings  were  organised.  The  Senior  Boys 
and  Girls  going  to  New  Brighton  and  the  Juniors  going  to  Milford. 
The  cost  of  the  Milford  outing  was  paid  by  the  Walsall  Voluntary 
Association  for  Mental  Welfare  from  donations  and  subscriptions. 
The  Seniors  paid  their  own  expenses  having  saved  weekly  during  the 
year.  The  Mental  Welfare  Committee  makes  an  annual  grant  of  £35 
to  the  Walsall  Voluntary  Association  for  Mental  Welfare  as  a 
contribution  towards  these  annual  functions. 

We  were  pleased  to  hold  a  Harvest  Festival  Service  at  the 
Occupation  Centre  for  the  children  in  October  and  they  listened  very 
carefully  to  the  Rev.  W.  T.  D.  Attoe  who  illustrated  his  talk. 

The  usual  Christmas  Parties  were  held  in  December. 

In  November  an  Assistant  Supervisor  was  appointed.  The  lady 
appointed  to  this  post  had  had  nine  years'  experience  as  a  Nurse- 
teacher  at  Barr  Colony  and  we  feel  her  appointment  will  have  a 
beneficial  result  on  the  work  of  the  Centre.  As  a  result  of  this 
appointment  Home  Teaching  has  been  started  in  one  case,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  this  Home  Teaching  will  be  extended  to  help  children, 
who,  because  of  physical  defect  are  unable  to  attend  the  Centre. 

During  the  year  the  sum  of  £56  3s.  8d.  was  realised  from  the 
sale  of  work  made  at  the  Occupation  Centre. 

The  children  continue  to  use  the  School  Clinic,  free  'bus  passes 
to  and  from  the  Occupation  Centre  are  provided  and  thanks  are 
expressed  to  the  Transport  Committee  for  extending  this  privilege  to 
the  children. 

The  Supervisor  is  grateful  to  the  Committee  for  permitting  her 
to  attend  a  week's  Study  Course  arranged  by  the  Staffordshire  County 
Council  Mental  Welfare  Department. 

General 

The  Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officer  has  continued  to  act  as  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Association  of  Mental 
Health  Workers  and  attends  meetings  in  London  once  a  quarter. 

The  practice  of  arranging  a  week's  holiday  for  girls  on  licence 
was  continued  this  year  and  the  Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officer 
accompanied  them  again  to  Rhyl  for  a  week. 
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From  time  to  time  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers  have  taken  a 
number  of  female  patients  from  the  Colony  to  tea  and  the  Cinema 
during  the  year.  This  provision  by  the  Committee  for  those  who 
have  no  visitors  or  friends  is  much  appreciated  by  the  patients 
themselves. 

During  the  year,  Nurses  who  are  taking  the  Course  for  the  Health 
Visitor’s  Certificate  in  Birmingham  have  each  spent  a  day  in  the 
Mental  Welfare  Department  and  Occupation  Centre  and  have 
expressed  their  gratitude  for  the  permission  granted  to  see  this 
section  of  the  Health  Services. 

During  the  year  the  Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officer  has  visited 
meetings  of  women  and  spoken  to  them  on  the  Mental  Health  work 
being  done  in  the  Borough. 

The  Mental  Welfare  Officers  and  the  Supervisor  of  the  Occupation 
Centre  desire  to  express  their  gratitude  to  the  Committee  for  sending 
them  to  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Association  of  Mental  Health 
Workers  which  was  held  at  Keswick  in  the  spring. 

The  Medical  Superintendent  of  Great  Barr  Park  Colony  is 
supplied  by  the  Department  with  reports  on  the  home  conditions,  etc., 
of  patients  for  whom  leave  of  absence  has  been  requested,  and  reports 
are  also  supplied  for  the  information  of  the  Visitors  for  the  County 
of  Stafford  on  the  means  of  care  and  supervision  available  in  the  event 
of  patients  being  discharged  from  the  Colony.  Periodic  reports  of 
patients  on  licence  are  also  submitted  to  the  Medical  Superintendent. 

The  Medical  Superintendent  of  Great  Barr  Colony  is  most 
co-operative  and  helpful  and  is  always  available  to  the  officers  to 
discuss  their  cases. 

Two  Board  of  Control  Inspectors  visited  the  Department  during 
the  year. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  report  on  the  work  of  the  Tuberculosis  Department 
has  been  supplied  by  Dr.  Welton,  Chief  Assistant  Medical  Officer. 


"There  was  little  change  in  the  tuberculosis  situation  in  the 
Borough  in  1947  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Rather  fewer 
patients  were  sent  to  the  Dispensary  for  investigation,  and  of  these, 
the  number  of  actual  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  was  only  one  less  than 
the  previous  year,  115  in  1947  as  compared  with  116  in  1946.  The 
attendance  and  totals  of  new  cases  diagnosed  during  the  past  ten 
years  are  shown  in  the  following  table,  which  also  shews  the  percentage 
of  contacts  examined. 


Total  new 

Diagnosed 

Percentage  of 
contacts 

cases 

tuberculosis 

examined 

1938 

353 

82 

22.4 

1939 

355 

83 

21.0 

1940 

329 

101 

16.7 

1941 

428 

110 

16.6 

1942 

552 

115 

13.0 

1943 

613 

131 

14.2 

1944 

635 

146 

16.7 

1945 

638 

150 

19.0 

1946 

636 

116 

17.0 

1947 

574 

115 

25.3 

"At  the  end  of  the  year,  676  cases  remained  on  the  Dispensary 
register.  25.3  per  cent,  of  all  new  patients  attending  were  contacts 
of  known  cases.  677  specimens  of  sputum  were  examined  for 
tubercle  bacilli  and  884  X-ray  examinations  were  carried  out  at  the 
Manor  Hospital  for  Dispensary  patients.  Of  these,  779  had  films 
taken,  and  105  were  screen  examinations. 


"In  spite  of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  found  to  be 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  as  compared  with  pre-war  years,  there 
has  been  a  striking  drop  in  the  figure  for  mortality.  This  is  well  seen 
when  present  day  figures  are  compared  with  those  of  30  years  or  so 
ago.  Thus  in  1916,  for  every  100,000  of  the  population,  173  died 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  while  in  1947  there  were  only  62  deaths 
per  100,000  population  from  this  disease,  nearly  a  third  of  the  1916 
figure.  It  has  been  alleged  that  the  restricted  diet  of  modern  years 
has  had  the  effect  of  undermining  the  health  of  the  nation,  but  it  is 
very  difficult  to  substantiate  this.  The  war,  with  its  night  raids, 
overcrowding,  large-scale  movements  of  population  and  food 
difficulties,  certainly  made  an  impact  on  the  tuberculosis  problem, 
but  rationing  cannot  be  blamed  for  any  adverse  effect.  It  is  interesting 
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to  note  that  in  the  best-fed  nations  in  the  world  to-day,  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  there  has  been  a  similar  increase  in  the  number  of 
notifications  of  tuberculosis,  and  here  too,  there  has  been  a  decline  in 
the  mortality  figure.  It  may  be  that  the  explanation  is  that  the 
dispensaries  are  now  being  put  to  better  use,  and  Tuberculosis 
Officers  are  finding  to  their  satisfaction  that  their  colleagues  in  general 
practice  are  tending  to  send  cases  for  diagnosis  earlier,  so  that  their 
chances  of  recovery  are  correspondingly  enhanced. 

“However,  there  comes  a  point  in  the  diagnosis  of  tuberculosis 
where  it  is  very  difficult  for  the  clinician  to  decide  whether  a  case  on 
the  border-line  of  active  disease,  with  very  limited  outlines  in  the 
chest — the  so-called  minimal  case,  should  be  notified  as  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  or  not.  Until  a  more  reliable  classification  is 
accepted  nationally,  and  this  is  long  overdue,  certain  figures  for 
different  areas  cannot  be  compared  owing  to  the  varying  ideas  of 
medical  officers  as  to  what  should  be  included  and  what  omitted  in  a 
list  of  notifictions.  The  cases  picked  up  through  Mass  Radiography 
and  referred  to  the  Dispensary  are  mostly  of  this  minimal  type  and 
make  the  need  for  a  revised  classification  the  more  urgent. 


“The  financial  provisions  for  tuberculous  patients  under  Memo 
266/T  mentioned  in  previous  reports  have  continued  and  there  have 
been  29  new  cases  who  have  received  this  form  of  assistance  during 
the  year.  Up  to  the  end  of  1947,  126  patients  have  been  helped  under 
this  scheme,  and  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  B.  Smith,  the  Tuberculosis 
Assessment  Officer,  for  the  many  ways  in  which  he  has  been  able  to 
help  patients  who  have  found  themselves  in  financial  difficulties. 


“The  After-care  Committee,  affiliated  to  the  National  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis,  has  continued  to  provide  much-needed 
extra  assistance  for  tuberculous  cases  in  the  Borough.  Christmas 
gifts  of  food,  money  and  bedding  have  been  provided  as  in  previous 
years,  and  throughout  the  year  many  patients  have  received  clothing, 
footwear,  bedding,  extra  financial  aid  and  other  help  according  to 
their  needs.  The  demands  made  on  the  funds  of  the  Committee 
increase  year  by  year.  But  for  the  Christmas  Seal  Sales  which  bring 
in  some  hundreds  of  pounds  each  year,  much  of  this  help  would  be 
quite  impossible.  Thanks  are  due  to  the  increasing  number  of  friends, 
especially  in  the  schools,  who  have  helped  to  make  the  Seal  Sales  such 
a  success.  The  need  for  voluntary  help  of  the  kind  provided  by  this 
Committee  will  certainly  not  diminish  in  the  coming  years  of  the  new 
Health  Service.  It  is,  indeed,  given  official  recognition  by  the  Minister 
of  Health,  who,  in  the  new  Act,  lays  upon  all  local  authorities  the 
duty  of  setting  up  such  a  committee  for  care  work  of  all  kinds.  The 
Walsall  After-care  Committee,  with  over  25  years  of  experience  of 
this  type  of  work  will  form  a  natural  nucleus  for  this  new  committee, 
and  will  be  well  able  to  cope  with  its  increasing  work  in  the  future. 
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Pelsall  Sanatorium  has  continued  to  carry  the  whole  burden 
of  the  Borough  institutional  treatment  for  tuberculosis  during  the  year, 
and  a  grateful  tribute  is  due  to  the  nursing  staff  there  for  the  way 
they  have  continued  to  carry  on  under  considerable  difficulties.  The 
number  of  suitable  cases  for  lung  collapse  treatment  is  still  very 
satisfactory  and  these  patients  continue  their  treatment  at  the  Manor 
Hospital  “refill”  clinic  after  discharge  from  Sanatorium.  Operations 
for  pleural  adhesion  section  and  phrenic  nerve  interruption  are 
carried  out  at  the  Manor  Hospital  by  Mr.  A.  L.  d’Abreu,  the  visiting 
Thoracic  Surgeon.  It  is  regrettable  to  have  to  record  that  the 
Sanatorium  at  Goscote  has  had  to  remain  closed  during  the  year.  It 
is  in  the  continuing  nursing  shortage  that  the  impact  of  the  war  on 
tuberculosis  has  been  most  gravely  felt.  Industrial  upheavals, 
anomalous  scales  of  remuneration  and  a  much  wider  field  of  choice  for 
a  career  have  contributed  to  produce  a  situation  in  which  it  is  very 
difficult  to  train  sufficient  girls  of  the  right  type  for  nursing.  It 
should  again  be  emphasised  that  this  is  a  national  and  no  mere  local 
problem.  Smaller  institutions  naturally  feel  the  shortage  most  since 
the  lack  of  only  a  few  of  their  normal  establishment  may  cause  acute 
embarrassment.  The  factors  operating  for  and  against  the  recruitment 
of  nurses  are  so  numerous  and  varied  and  their  roots  run  so  deeply 
into  the  nation’s  social,  economic  and  industrial  life,  that  it  would 
be  folly  to  expect  an  early  solution  to  such  a  complex  problem.  In 
regard  to  tuberculosis,  it  may  be  that  the  best  hope  lies  in  continued 
efforts  for  early  diagnosis  of  cases,  a  concentration  of  nursing  staff 
where  it  can  do  the  most  good,  namely  in  the  units  now  being 
developed  for  thoracic  surgery  of  all  types  and  a  renewed  attack  on 
the  housing  problem,  with  even  higher  priority  for  tuberculous 
families.  Hope  may  also  be  found  in  an  increased  training  and 
employment  of  male  nurses.  The  aim  is  thus  to  get  cases  into 
Sanatorium  at  as  early  a  stage  as  possible,  when  surgical  treatment 
can  be  carried  out,  followed  by  a  return  to  a  good  home  as  soon  as 
this  can  safely  be  allowed,  so  making  way  for  the  next  case.  This 
may  involve  patients  having  to  go  further  afield  for  treatment  than 
has  been  usual  in  the  past,  but  in  this  respect  Walsall  would  be 
merely  coming  into  line  with  most  other  towns  and  the  inconvenience 
of  patients  being  further  from  home  would  be  more  than  offset  by  their 
improved  chances  of  recovery.  The  basic  treatment,  rest,  good  food, 
fresh  air  and  contentment  of  mind  can  be  provided  in  a  good  home, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  family  doctor  and  the  tuberculosis  Health 
Visitor,  but  at  present  this  good  home  is  all  too  frequently  lacking. 

”  There  has  been  a  great  increase  in  the  number  of  home  visits 
paid  by  the  tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  whose  work  will  tend  to 
increase  year  by  year.  In  1947  she  paid  1,705  visits,  and  she  has 
earned  the  gratitude  of  both  medical  staff  and  patients  for  the  good 
work  she  has  done. 
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"The  totals  of  new  cases  notified  and  deaths  are  analysed 
according  to  age-groups  in  the  following  table: 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulm 

onary 

Non-Pu 

lmonary 

Pulm 

onary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1  ... 

1—  5  ... 

5—10  ... 

10—15  ... 

1 

- — 

3 

T 

2 

1 

4 

2 

— 

3 

1 

2 

- - 

1 

S) 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

15—20  ... 

4 

5 

- — 

1 

1 

3 

- — 

1 

20—25  ... 

9 

7 

1 

2 

3 

4 

— 

— 

25—35  ... 

14 

5 

1 

■ — 

9 

4 

1 

— 

35—45  ... 

12 

11 

1 

1 

8 

7 

— 

— 

45—55  ... 

15 

6 

— 

— 

6 

3 

- — 

— 

55—65  ... 

10 

6 

■ — 

— 

7 

6 

— 

1 

Above  65 

3 

2 

- — 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

Totals 

68 

43 

11 

1 1 

39 

j 

l 

29 

5 

J 

“65  patients  were  admitted  to  Pelsall  Sanatorium  during  the 
year,  and  there  were  12  deaths  in  Sanatorium.  Ill  new  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  " notified"  during  the  year  compared 
with  114  in  1946,  and  22  cases  of  other  forms  of  this  disease,  the 
same  number  as  in  the  previous  year." 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 


Dr.  Welton,  Venereal  Diseases  Officer,  has  supplied  the  following 
report  on  the  work  of  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. 

"There  has  been  a  welcome  change,  albeit  slight,  in  the  incidence 
of  venereal  disease  in  1947.  New  cases  of  gonorrhoea  have  fallen  from 
163  in  1946  to  120  in  1947,  comprising  98  male  and  22  female  cases 
compared  with  129  male  and  34  female  cases  in  the  previous  year. 
The  figures  for  syphilis  total  much  the  same,  but  the  decrease  in 
female  cases  from  42  to  36  is  offset  by  an  increase  on  the  male  side, 
there  being  a  total  of  45  male  cases  in  1947  compared  with  39  in  1946. 
486  new  patients  were  seen  in  1947,  of  which  271  were  Walsall  cases 
and  215  came  from  the  County  of  Stafford.  201  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  venereal  disease  and  the  remainder,  285,  were  non- 
venereal  cases. 

"The  number  of  attendances  in  1947  was  5,226,  which  is  a 
reduction  on  figures  for  previous  years.  A  minimum  of  interference 
with  the  patient's  life  is  aimed  at  and  modern  treatment  has  served 
to  cut  down  the  number  of  attendances  necessary  to  achieve  cure. 
Penicillin  and  the  sulphonamides  now  have  a  permanent  place  along¬ 
side  the  older  remedies,  and  their  use  has  speeded  up  treatment  to  a 
remarkable  extent. 

"Routine  blood  testing  at  the  Ante-natal  Clinics  is  proving  its 
worth  and  several  babies  who  would  otherwise  have  been  congenitally 
syphilitic,  have  been  born  completely  healthy,  through  modern  treat¬ 
ment  indicated  by  these  blood  tests  on  the  mothers. 

"Following  treatment  at  the  centre,  tests  of  cure  must  be  carried 
out  steadily  and  patiently  for  the  prescribed  period  and  it  is  usually 
found  that  most  patients  realise  this  and  come  as  requested.  The 
problem  of  defaulters  remains,  especially  on  the  female  side,  but  it 
cannot  be  said  that  this  is  any  worse  than  previously.  Contacts  have 
been  traced  chiefly  through  methods  of  unofficial  persuasion  which 
have  continued  to  function  well. 

‘  ‘  In  spite  of  the  danger  of  drawing  incorrect  conclusions  from 
small  figures,  the  fact  that  there  have  been  fewer  cases  of  venereal 
disease  cannot  be  ignored  and  must  be  welcomed  as  some  indication 
of  social  improvement,  though  small  and  perhaps  localised.  It  may 
be  that  one  potential  cause  of  venereal  disease  has  disappeared  with 
the  cessation  of  large-scale  demobilisation  with  its  attendant  gratuities 
and  ‘  ‘  celebrations  ’  ’  sometimes  involving  heavy  consumption  of 
alcohol.  Importation  of  disease  from  overseas  has  also  diminished 
gradually. 
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The  large  number  of  non- venereal  cases  attending  may  be 
attributed  to  several  causes.  There  is  the  increased  knowledge 
throughout  the  community  acquired  through  press  notices,  service 
lectures  and  the  abandonment  of  the  taboo  on  the  discussion  of 
venereal  disease.  This  has  led  many  possible  patients  to  attend  for 
examination  which  has,  however,  proved  negative.  There  has  also 
been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  girls  examined  for  certificates  of 
freedom  from  infection  from  the  Hammerwich  Remand  Home  and 
the  Moral  Welfare  Associations,  in  the  majority  of  which  negative 
findings  have  resulted. 

“The  times  of  the  sessions  at  the  Manor  Hospital  remain  the 
same  and  seem  to  suit  the  convenience  of  patients  both  from  Walsall 
and  from  outlying  districts.  There  are  three  evening  sessions  per 
week,  two  for  men  (Monday  and  Thursday  at  6.30  p.m.)  and  one  for 
women  (Tuesday,  6.0  p.m.),  one  morning  session  for  men  (Friday, 
10.0  a.m.)  and  one  afternoon  session  for  women  and  children 
(Friday,  2.0  p.m.).  Payment  of  fares  to  necessitous  cases  has 
continued  by  arrangement  with  the  County  of  Stafford  Health 
Authority.’  ’ 


TABLE  SHOWING  THE  WORK  OF  THE  VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINIC  DURING  THE  YEAR  1947 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Cliief  Sanitary  Inspector 

ON  THE 


Sanitary  Administration  of  the  Borough 

for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1947. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  County 

Borough  of  Walsall 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1947,  giving 
particulars  of  the  sanitary  administration  of  the  Borough. 

It  has  been  decided  this  year  to  introduce  a  revised  style  of 

report  with  the  inclusion  of  photographs,  and  the  relegation  of 

detailed  statistics  to  appendices  at  the  end  of  the  report.  The  object 
of  this  is  to  make  the  Report  more  readable  and  interesting,  and  to 
convey  a  more  accurate  picture  of  the  work  of  the  Department. 

Once  again  there  have  been  considerable  staff  changes, 
particularly  amongst  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  which  have  seriously 
handicapped  the  Department  over  considerable  periods  of  the  year 
and  have  created  difficulties  in  maintaining  a  high  standard  of 

administration . 

The  licensing  of  building  works  and  control  of  materials 
continues  to  be  a  heavy  task,  though  there  is  considerable  merit  in  the 
sheme  in  that  it  directs  building  labour  and  materials  to  works  of 
essential  character. 

No  significant  improvement  in  the  atmospheric  pollution  problem 
can  be  recorded,  but  it  is  hoped  to  pay  greater  attention  to  this  matter 
during  1948. 

Food  inspection  and  food  hygiene  have  caused  a  great  deal  of 
work,  and  it  is  questionable  whether  the  general  public  realises  the 
amount  of  work  carried  out  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  this  connection. 
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A  record  quantity  of  meat  was  condemned  as  unfit  at  the  Government- 
controlled  slaughterhouse.  Control  of  ice  cream  has  received  a  great 
deal  of  attention  due  particularly  to  the  operation  of  the  Ice  Cream 
(Heat  Treatment,  etc)  Regulations,  1947,  which  came  into  operation 
with  certain  exceptions  on  the  1st  May,  1947. 

Overshadowing  all  other  problems  is  that  of  Housing.  There  has 
been  considerable  progress  in  the  erection  of  new  houses,  but  there 
must  be  set  off  against  this  the  general  deterioration  of  existing  houses. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  some  400  houses  condemned  before  the 
War  are  still  in  occupation.  While  it  is  recognised  that  the  provision 
of  new  accommodation  has  brought  considerable  relief  in  many  cases 
to  those  persons  living  in  lodgings,  it  is  questionable  on  balance 
whether  any  substantial  progress  has  been  made  towards  the  final 
solution  of  the  housing  problem. 


PART  1. —STAFF 

Considerable  staff  changes  have  taken  place  during  the  year,  and 
the  Department  was  particularly  unfortunate  in  losing  the  services  of 
three  experienced  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Messrs.  H.  Herbert,  R. 
Frankham  and  W.  A.  Wells.  To  fill  the  vacancies  created  by  these 
resignations  Messrs.  F.  B.  Owen,  J.  F.  Marshall  and  E.  M.  Thomas 
were  appointed.  Mr.  Owen  had  previously  returned  to  the  Department 
after  completing  a  Post-war  Training  Course  for  Sanitary  Inspectors 
at  the  Birmingham  Technical  College  and  having  obtained  the 
statutory  qualification. 

A  number  of  changes  also  occurred  in  the  clerical  staff.  Miss 
M.  B.  Harper  and  Mr.  G.  Lavender  returned  to  the  office,  following 
demobilisation  from  the  Forces,  and  G.  Brownsword  who  was  called 
up  in  January  also  returned,  after  being  discharged  on  medical 
grounds  in  October.  Messrs.  B.  Roger  and  R.  Davies,  junior  clerks, 
were  called  to  Military  Service  during  the  year,  and  for  several  months 
the  department  had  no  male  junior  clerks. 

Special  consideration  was  given  by  the  Health  Committee  to  the 
recruitment  of  male  junior  staff,  and  it  was  agreed  in  principle  that 
new  entrants  wishing  to  qualify  as  Sanitary  Inspectors  should  be 
required  to  serve  a  period  of  apprenticeship  in  the  Department. 

Over  a  period  of  six  months  a  number  of  Student  Sanitary 
Inspectors  from  the  full-time  Post-war  Training  Course  in  Birmingham 
were  given  tuition  by  the  Inspectorial  Staff.  Most  of  these  students 
were  ex-service  men  and  while  the  work  involved  was  heavy,  it  was 
felt  that  these  men  should  be  given  every  opportunity  to  make  up  for 
time  lost  in  the  Services. 
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PART  2.— HOUSING 

It  has  become  a  tradition  when  discussing  housing  work  to 
include  under  this  heading  only  that  action  which  has  been  taken 
under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  to  make  a  sharp  differentiation 
between  this  work  and  that  performed  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936.  As  a  result  of  this  illogical  division  of  the 
work  an  incomplete  picture  is  presented  to  the  public  of  the  efforts 
made  on  their  behalf  to  secure  and  maintain  healthy  living  con¬ 
ditions.  For  this  reason  this  part  of  the  Report  is  devoted  to  housing 
in  its  widest  sense,  including  all  those  matters  which  may  be  grouped 
under  the  heading  of  Domestic  Sanitation. 

Repairs  to  Houses 

It  is  most  disappointing  to  record  once  again  the  difficulties 
experienced  in  maintaining  houses  in  a  reasonable  state  of  repair. 
Shortage  of  materials  and  labour,  and  high  costs  have  combined  to 
make  the  work  of  the  Department  most  difficult.  Approaches  were 
made  by  the  Health  Committee  through  the  Member  of  Parliament 
to  the  Ministry  of  Works  regarding  building  materials,  in  an  effort 
to  obtain  greater  allocations  to  Walsall.  Strenuous  efforts  were, 
however,  made  to  see  that  urgent  repairs  were  attended  to  promptly, 
and  for  this  purpose  the  powers  provided  in  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  were  used.  The  total  number  of  visits  made  to  all  premises  for 
the  purpose  of  sanitary  administration  was  20,428,  and  3,078 
complaints  from  tenants  were  investigated.  Further  to-  action 
instituted  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  821  houses  were  improved  by 
repairs  to  the  structures,  2,354  houses  received  attention  with  respect 
to  water  closet  and  ashbin  accommodation,  drainage  repairs,  and 
abatement  of  other  nuisances,  a  total  of  3,175  houses  being  improved 
during  the  year. 

Court  Proceedings 

It  was  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  on  several 
occasions  during  the  year.  All  these  proceedings  were  successful  and 
Nuisance  Orders  were  made  by  the  Magistrates  in  respect  of  essential 
repairs  at  16  houses  (Appendix  1). 

Execution  of  Work  in  Default  of  Owners 

In  addition  to  the  legal  proceedings  referred  to  in  the  previous 
paragraph,  repairs  to  28  houses  were  carried  out  by  the  Corporation  in 
default  of  the  owners  at  a  cost  of  £283  12s.  8d.  This  work  was  given 
to  building  contractors  after  tenders  had  been  invited. 

The  value  of  the  scheme  organised  in  1946  for  this  purpose  has 
been  amply  proved  by  the  ease  and  speed  by  which  the  work  has  been 
carried  out.  There  is  evidence  also  that  the  smaller  building  firms  are 
pleased  to  have  the  opportunity  of  doing  this  work,  as  several 
applications  were  received  for  inclusion  in  the  panel  of  builders. 


42 


Closing  and  Demolition  of  Unfit  Houses 

The  general  policy  of  completing  the  purchase  of  houses  in 
Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  made  before  the  War  has  been 
vigorously  pursued,  and  during  the  year  150  such  houses  came  into 
the  ownership  of  the  Corporation.  In  this  way  it  is  hoped  to  prolong 
the  useful  life  of  the  majority  for  a  few  years.  The  necessity  for 
doing  this  is  a  tragedy,  for  most  of  the  houses  were  condemned  as  unfit 
at  least  10  years  ago,  but  circumstances  have  compelled  it.  In  a 
number  of  cases,  however,  nothing  can  be  done  to  maintain  the 
structure,  and  a  modest  number  of  families  from  the  worst  properties 
have  been  re-housed.  The  Housing  Committee  allocated  10  per  cent, 
of  all  lettings  to  persons  living  in  condemned  houses. 

At  the  31st  December,  1946,  there  were  412  houses  remaining 
occupied  which  had  been  subject  to  Housing  Orders,  and  at  the  31st 
December,  1947,  there  remained  406  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Housing  Orders  were  operative  still  in  occupation.  It  will  thus  be 
seen  that  there  was  a  net  reduction  of  only  6  condemned  houses  in 
occupation. 

There  are,  however,  considerable  numbers  of  houses  in  a 
deplorable  condition  but  which  have  not  yet  been  condemned  under 
the  Housing  Act.  So  great  was  the  anxiety  felt  for  this  class  of 
property  that  in  December  the  Health  Committee  inspected  a  number 
of  the  houses.  As  a  result  it  was  decided  to  commence  action  to 
secure  the  demolition  of  the  worst  properties,  and  to  press  the  Housing 
Committee  for  an  increased  allocation  of  houses  for  persons  living  in 
condemned  properties.  The  effect  of  this  action  will  become  apparent 
in  1948.  During  the  year  the  Health  Committee,  as  a  matter  of 
urgency,  made  Demolition  Orders  in  respect  of  two  houses  and 
procedure  to  secure  the  demolition  of  one  other  house  was  commenced. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

Some  concern  was  also  felt  during  the  year  at  conditions  in  private 
Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough  and  they  were  inspected  by  the  Health 
Committee.  There  is  only  one  officially  recognised  Common  Lodging 
House.  This  provides  accommodation  for  approximately  30  men, 
and  is  included  in  a  Compulsory  Purchase  Order.  The  purchase  was 
deferred  owing  to  the  War  and  still  remains  in  abeyance. 

In  addition  there  is  one  Lodging  House  in  private  ownership 
which  accommodates  some  18  men,  and  which  is  in  an  unsatisfactory 
condition. 

There  is  also  the  Salvation  Army  Hostel  with  208  beds.  The 
attention  of  the  authorities  was  drawn  to  the  overcrowding  of  this 
Hostel  during  the  year.  Despite  this  unsatisfactory  feature  the 
premises  are  maintained  in  excellent  condition.  The  Health 
Committee,  in  view  of  the  need  for  additional  hostel  accommodation, 
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would  like  to  see  the  extension  of  this  hostel  to  meet  adequately  the 
demand  existing  for  accommodation  of  this  nature.  It  was  therefore 
decided  to  open  negotiations  with  the  Salvation  Army  with  this  object 
in  view. 


PART  3.— FOOD  AND  WATER 

Meat 

The  slaughter  of  animals  at  the  Government-controlled  slaughter¬ 
house  in  Shortacre  Street,  continued  during  1947.  The  number  of 
animals  slaughtered  was  36,875  compared  with  43,112  in  1946.  This 
decrease  of  over  6,000  was  due  mainly  to  the  great  reduction  in  the 
numbers  of  sheep,  lambs  and  calves  sent  to  the  slaughterhouse. 

Despite  the  reduction  in  slaughtering  it  is  still  necessary  for  two 
Sanitary  Inspectors  to  be  on  almost  continuous  duty  to  ensure 
adequate  inspection  of  all  animals. 

A  distinct  trend  in  the  incidence  of  animal  diseases  has  now 
become  apparent  from  an  examination  of  the  statistics  for  the  past 
8  years,  since  the  introduction  of  centralised  slaughtering,  and  is 
reflected  in  the  weight  of  meat  condemned  during  the  year — 124  tons — 
a  record  quantity. 


Percentage  of  animals 

\ 

affected  with  disease 

Year 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis 

Cattle 

except 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Cattle 

except 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

1940 

31.70 

44.40 

1.00 

12.50 

47.40 

.50 

1941 

20.67 

30.33 

.75 

15.36 

54.40 

.81 

1942 

19.20 

40.04 

.79 

14.05 

45.95 

.60 

1943 

19.94 

42.39 

.58 

15.07 

48.56 

.44 

1944 

17.89 

39.20 

.45 

13.81 

49.84 

OJ 

CO 

1945 

38.05 

53.39 

.96 

14.55 

50,40 

Gn 

GO 

1946 

46.83 

68.15 

.68 

17.47 

48.70 

.62 

1947 

53.68 

72.67 

1.75 

17.51 

53.75 

.68 

From  this  Table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  percentage  of  cattle, 
including  cows,  affected  by  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  has  been 
rising  during  the  past  few  years  and  reached  its  peak  in  1947.  The 
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percentage  of  calves  affected  was  more  than  twice  the  average  figure. 
The  percentage  of  cattle  affected  with  tuberculosis  was  the  highest 
recorded  in  the  past  8  years,  and  the  percentage  of  infected  cows  and 
calves  the  highest  since  1941.  Tuberculosis  in  cows  is  a  very  serious 
matter  in  view  of  the  danger  of  infection  of  milk.  Reference  to 
infected  milk  is  made  under  the  heading  "Milk." 

When  evidence  of  Congenital  Tuberculosis  is  found  in  calves  at 
the  slaughterhouse,  the  information  is  immediately  passed  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  who  endeavour  to  trace,  the 
cows  from  which  the  calves  have  acquired  the  infection.  By  this 
co-operation  some  small  contribution  is  regularly  made  to  the 
elimination  of  cows  affected  with  tuberculosis.  Details  of  11  infected 
calves  were  notified  in  accordance  with  this  policy. 

Transport 

The  conditions  under  which  dressed  carcases  have  been 
transported  from  the  Ministry  of  Food's  Abattoir  to  retail  butchers’ 
shops  has  been  constantly  under  review.  It  cannot  be  said  that  the 
present  arrangement  is  satisfactory,  and  representations  have  been 
made  to  the  appropriate  authorities.  It  is  quite  obvious  that  if  the 
transport  of  freshly  killed  meat  is  to  continue,  then  a  special  type  of 
vehicle  will  have  to  be  provided.  It  is  understood  that  experiments 
are  proceeding  with  various  types  of  vehicles,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  sufficient  progress  will  soon  have  been  made  to  enable  the 
transport  of  meat  to  be  satisfactory. 

Milk 


The  milk  supplies  of  the  Borough  were  kept  under  constant 
observation  during  the  year,  and  in  addition  to  numerous  visits  to 
dairies  and  farms  281  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  were 
taken.  A  summary  of  the  results  of  samples  taken  is  given  in 
Appendix  6. 

The  most  disquieting  feature  of  the  years’  work  is  the  high 
percentage  of  samples  giving  a  positive  result  when  tested  for  the 
presence  of  tubercle  bacilli.  47  samples  were  submitted  to  this  test 
and  7  were  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli;  in  other  words,  15% 
of  the  supplies  from  which  the  samples  were  taken  were  a  potential 
danger  to  the  public.  Each  of  the  7  positive  samples  were  from 
different  farms,  and  as  there  are  only  21  farms  at  present  producing 
milk  in  the  Borough  the  percentage  involved  is  very  high.  Fortunately 
the  milk  from  5  of  the  farms  concerned  is  sent  direct  to  dairies  for 
pasteurisation  or  sterilisation,  but  in  the  remaining  cases  the  farmers 
were  retailing  raw  milk  to  their  customers.  This  experience  serves  to 
stress  the  vital  importance  of  the  heat  treatment  of  milk  until 
tuberculosis  can  be  eradicated  from  our  dairy  herds.  Investigations 
made  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  into  the  cases 


A  small  ice  cream  factory  modernised  and  re-equipped  during  194-7 
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referred  to  them  were  proceeding  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Two  cows 
suffering  from  advanced  tuberculosis  were  slaughtered  during  the 
year,  following  action  commenced  by  the  Department. 

The  general  bacterial  and  keeping  quality  of  the  milk  sold  in  the 
Borough  during  1947  has  been  satisfactory.  No  alteration  has  taken 
place  in  the  number  of  "Accredited'’  producers,  the  number 
licensed  remaining  at  5.  There  are  no  changes  to  record  at  the 
dairies  carrying  out  heat  treatment  of  milk.  3  of  these  operate 
pasteurising  and  sterilising  plants,  and  2  of  them  have  plans  for  new 
premises,  but  for  various  reasons  little  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
development  of  these  plans.  This  is  unfortunate  in  view  of  the 
difficulties  under  which  the  dairies  have  been  working. 

Ice  Cream 

Considerable  attention  has  again  been  paid  during  the  year  to 
conditions  under  which  ice  cream  has  been  manufactured  and  sold. 
It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  a  high  standard  has  been  reached  in 
Walsall,  but  further  efforts  are  necessary  before  conditions  are 
completely  satisfactory. 

The  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations  which  came 
into  operation  on  the  1st  May,  1947,  has  necessitated  a  review  of 
manufacturing  methods  and  premises.  All  manufacturers  have  been 
advised  on  the  best  ways  of  complying  with  the  Regulations. 

An  interesting  feature  in  connection  with  the  inception  of  the 
Regulations  was  a  meeting  arranged  by  the  Department,  to  which  all 
persons  manufacturing  ice  cream  were  invited.  The  Chairman  of  the 
Health  Committee  presided  over  the  meeting  and  the  Regulations 
were  explained.  The  meeting  was  well  attended  and  an  interesting 
discussion  ensued. 

In  one  case  a  manufacturer’s  existing  premises  were  entirely 
re-constructed,  and  in  another  case  where  the  existing  premises  were 
quite  incapable  of  being  made  to  comply  with  the  Regulations,  the 
erection  of  an  entirely  new  ice  cream  factory  was  commenced  after 
the  Health  Committee  had  supported  the  manufacturer’s  application 
for  a  licence  to  build  and  equip  the  premises;  this  building  was  well 
in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  should  be  ready  for  use  early  in 
1948.  In  one  case  an  application  was  received  for  the  registration  of 
premises  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream.  The  Health  Committee 
were  not  satisfied  that  the  premises  were  satisfactory  for  the  heat 
treatment  of  mixes  and  took  the  necessary  steps  to  refuse  the 
application.  Th  applicant  finally  gave  a  written  undertaking  to  use 
a  complete  cold  mix  only,  and  the  registration  was  granted. 

Some  attention  was  also  given  to  the  question  of  the  sale  of  ice 
cream  from  vans  in  the  streets.  It  was  felt  that  since  these  vans  were 
selling  loose  ice  cream  proper  facilities  should  be  provided  for  the 
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washing  of  hands  and  the  cleansing  of  utensils.  Eventually,  with  the 
co-operation  of  a  local  firm  of  heating  engineers  a  compact  unit 
capable  of  installation  in  these  vans  was  devised.  This  unit  contains 
a  washbasin,  a  water  container  and  gas-heater  for  heating  water. 
Several  tradesmen  have  expressed  their  interest  in  this  unit  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  work  was  proceeding  with  the  installation  of  a  number 
of  them.  It  is  hoped  eventually  that  all  ice  cream  vans  operating  in 
the  Borough  will  be  fitted  with  these  washing  facilities. 

Adulteration  of  Food 

Mr.  F.  E.  Thompson,  A.R.C.S.,  F.R.I.C.,  continued  to  hold 
the  appointment  of  Public  Analyst,  and  samples  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926, 
have  been  submitted  to  him  for  analysis. 

Of  the  301  samples  submitted  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
63  were  formal  and  238  informal;  of  these,  7  (equivalent  to  2.32%) 
were  adulterated. 

133  of  the  samples  were  milk,  of  which  7  (equivalent  to  6.48%) 
were  adulterated. 

Details  of  the  samples  are  set  out  in  Appendix  7. 

8  samples  of  Fertilisers  taken  under  the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding 
Stuffs  Act,  1926,  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Water 

The  water  supply  for  the  area  is  from  the  mains  of  the  South 
Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  and  was  generally  satisfactory 
during  the  year,  both  in  quantity  and  quality.  In  only  a  few  houses 
is  the  mains  water  not  available;  most  of  these  cases  are  in  outlying 
districts,  and  many  of  the  properties  are  likely  to  be  the  subject  of 
housing  action.  The  following  is  an  approximate  proportion  of  the 


dwelling-houses  supplied :  - 

Houses 

Population  Percentage 

(a)  Direct  to  houses 

27,800  . 

...  105,800  ...  96 

(b)  Houses  sharing  stand- 

pipes  or  common  taps 

1,100  . 

4,200  ...  4 

A  high  percentage  of  the  houses  sharing  standpipes  or  common 
taps  are  either  already  condemned  or  likely  to  be  condemned  within 
the  next  ten  years, 


•  '"SS"- 


V/ ashing  facilities  in  an  ice  cream  sales  van 


53 


PART  4.— atmospheric  pollution 

Measurement  of  Pollution 

5  gauges  for  the  collection  of  deposited  matter  were  operated 
throughout  the  year.  Detailed  results  are  given  in  Appendix  8. 


It  is  obvious  that  the  centre  of  the  town  is  the  most  heavily 
polluted.  Here  pollution  reached  its  peak  in  December  when  the 
rate  of  deposit  was  42  tons  per  square  mile.  Weather  conditions 
have  a  marked  effect  upon  the  deposit  of  pollution,  and  it  will  be 
noted  that  during  the  month  of  August  the  deposit  was  at  a  very  low 
level.  This  was  due  to  the  exceptionally  fine  weather,  there  being 
hardly  any  measurable  rainfall  during  the  month.  The  records  of 
deposits  for  February  were  affected  by  the  Fuel  Crisis  and  the 
closing  down  of  industrial  plant. 


From  the  month  of  July,  5  lead  peroxide  gauges  were  operated 
for  the  measurement  of  sulphur  pollution.  Further  gauges  of  this 
type  are  to  be  installed.  It  is  too  early  yet  to  form  definite  conclusions 
about  sulphur  pollution  in  the  Borough,  but  the  results  obtained  are 
being  carefully  watched. 


Reduction  of  Pollution 

Numerous  warnings  have  been  given  to  firms  whose  stacks  were 
found  to  be  emitting  excessive  smoke.  No  formal  proceedings  were 
taken. 


It  has  been  noted  that  there  is  a  tendency  to  blame  fuel,  but 
this  is  not  always  an  acceptable  explanation.  In  many  cases  the 
emission  of  smoke  has  been  found  to  be  due  to  inefficient  or  inadequate 
plant,  or  to  bad  stoking.  It  may  be  necessary  in  the  near  future  to 
take  proceedings  against  flagrant  offenders. 


It  is  generally  recognised  that  domestic  smoke  is  responsible  for 
a  great  deal  of  atmospheric  pollution,  and  this  problem  will  only  be 
solved  when  a  radical  change  takes  place  in  the  public  attitude  to 
the  open  fire  and  the  burning  of  raw  coal.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  the 
efforts  of  the  Corporation  through  its  Housing  Committee  to  install  in 
the  new  houses  fuel  burning  appliances  capable  of  burning  smokeless 
fuel,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  smokeless 
fuel  is  freely  available.  The  education  of  the  public  in  this  direction 
is  most  important,  and  arrangements  can  be  made  at  any  time  for  a 
talk  or  lecture  to  be  given  to  any  interested  body  on  this  aspect  of 
atmospheric  pollution. 
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Prior  Approval  of  New  Fuel  Burning  Apparatus 

In  the  past,  work  has  been  devoted  almost  entirely  to  dealing  with 
individual  premises  causing  a  nuisance.  The  continuation  of  this 
work  is  absolutely  essential,  but  it  would  be  much  more  effective  if 
further  nuisances  could  be  prevented.  Much  pollution  of  the 
atmosphere  could  be  avoided  if  in  the  installation  of  new  fuel  burning 
plant  regard  was  paid  to  the  possibility  of  any  nuisance  likely  to 
arise  when  the  plant  is  put  into  operation,  and  care  taken  that  the 
plant  is  capable,  as  far  as  practicable,  of  being  operated  without 
creating  a  nuisance  or  emitting  excessive  smoke. 

The  necessity  for  all  new  commercial  and  industrial  heating 
plants  to  be  approved  before  installation  has  now  become  obvious. 
At  the  present  time  there  is  no  legislation  to  enforce  this  in  Walsall, 
but  a  great  deal  of  valuable  work  could  be  done  in  an  informal 
advisory  manner.  To  facilitate  this  work  the  Borough  Surveyor  has 
agreed  to  submit  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  the  plans  of  all  new 
commercial  and  industrial  premises,  so  that  representations  may  be 
made  about  any  new  fuel  burning  appliances.  Every  effort  will  then 
be  made  to  ensure  the  installation  of  efficient  plant,  and  plant  not 
likely  to  create  smoke.  With  the  approval  of  the  Health  Committee 
this  plan  was  put  into  operation  by  the  end  of  the  year,  and  there  are 
indications  already  of  its  value. 

There  still  remain  those  cases  in  which  new  plant  is  installed  in 
existing  premises,  when  plans  are  not  required  under  the  Building 
Byelaws  or  Town  Planning  Legislation.  In  these  cases  there  can  be 
no  certainty  that  they  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  department,  but 
when  such  information  is  obtained  similar  steps  are  taken. 

The  Health  Committee  have  also  informed  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  that  they  desire  powers  to  be  sought  in  the  next 
Corporation  Bill  for  controlling  new  fuel  burning  apparatus. 


PART  5.— DISINFESTATION 


General 

A  complete  Municipal  Disinfestation  Service  is  in  operation,  with 
a  separate  depot  at  Station  Street,  Bloxwich,  and  equipped  with 
transport,  modern  steam  disinfector,  etc.  The  Service  is  now  becoming 
more  widely  known  and  many  requests  for  assistance  in  the 
eradication  of  vermin  of  all  types  are  received.  Neighbouring  local 
authorities  often  ask  for  its  help. 
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Rodent  Control 

The  systematic  survey  and  treatment  of  rodent  infestations  in  the 
Borough,  commenced  in  1946,  was  completed  during  1947.  This 
campaign  which  was  organised  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  N.S.12  Scheme  for  Private  Dwellings, 
should  have  been  completed  by  the  end  of  March.  This  proved 
impossible,  and  an  extension  until  the  end  of  September  was  granted 
by  the  Ministry.  One  condition  attached  to  this  extension  was  that 
two  maintenance  treatments  of  the  sewers  were  to  be  completed  during 
the  financial  year.  All  the  work  involved  was  completed  as  required. 
In  addition,  treatments  were  carried  out  at  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  and  in  the  underground  stream  under  the  town. 

As  a  result  of  the  survey  rat  infestations  were  discovered  at  56 
houses.  The  results  of  treatments  of  the  sewers  and  surface 
infestations  were  very  satisfactory.  In  the  first  sewer  treatment  1,873 
sewer  manholes  were  baited,  and  bait  was  taken  in  546.  In  the 
second  treatment  the  figures  were  945  and  168  respectively. 


Insect  Pests 

The  increasing  number  of  new  Council  houses  being  completed 
during  the  year  caused  a  considerable  increase  in  the  work  of 
ensuring  that  vermin  were  not  transferred  by  tenants  from  their  old 
houses  to  the  new.  The  rooms,  furniture  and  household  effects  of  all 
tenants  is  inspected  before  they  move  to  their  new  houses.  If  any 
signs  of  infestation  are  found  the  furniture  is  removed  and  treated 
with  Hydrogen  Cyanide;  the  bedding  is  treated  with  steam. 

All  Council  houses  which  become  vacant,  and  all  cases  where 
exchanges  are  proposed,  are  also  inspected,  and  in  this  way  a 
satisfactory  check  is  kept  of  any  potential  infestation.  Where  houses 
are  found  to  be  infested  they  are  treated  satisfactorily  before  being 
re-let. 


The  use  of  D.D.T.  for  the  destruction  of  various  kinds  of  insect 
pests  has  been  developed  during  the  year  and  found  very  satisfactory. 
A  limited  use  has  also  been  made  of  Gammexane  against  cockroaches, 
also  with  satisfactory  results. 

The  Service  has  been  called  upon  in  a  number  of  instances  for 
assistance  in  the  treatment  of  floors  and  furniture  infested  with  the 
furniture  beetle.  Experiments  have  been  made  with  D.D.T.  in  a 
special  solvent,  and  this  treatment  promises  to  be  successful.  More 
experience  is,  however,  needed  before  definite  conclusions  as  to  its 
efficiency  can  be  reached. 
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PART  6.— FACTORIES,  SHOPS  AND  OFFICES 

There  are  some  875  factories  on  the  Factories  Register  and  a 
number  of  inspections  were  made  during  the  year;  all  reports  received 
from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  were  investigated  and  remedial 
measures  instituted.  Details  of  the  action  taken  with  respect  to 
factories  are  set  out  in  Appendix  9. 

In  1946  it  was  reported  that  it  was  hoped  to  commence  a 
systematic  inspection  of  shops,  etc.,  and  recommended  standards  were 
approved  by  the  Health  Committee.  Because  of  staff  difficulties  it 
was  not  found  possible  to  commence  this  inspection  during  the  year, 
and  in  view  of  all  circumstances  it  is  not  possible  to  estimate  when 
this  inspection  will  be  commenced.  Individual  cases  are  from  time 
to  time  examined  and  appropriate  action  taken. 


PART  7.— control  of  building  work  and  materials 

The  granting  of  building  licences  is  delegated  to  the  Borough 
Surveyor  and  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  each  officer  being 
responsible  for  dealing  with  building  work  falling  within  his  respective 
province.  The  work  entailed  in  this  respect  has  been  heavy,  and  a 
further  burden  fell  on  the  Department  with  the  introduction  of  the 
W.B.A.  Priority  Scheme  for  building  materials.  From  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  this  scheme  the  issue  of  certificates  of  urgency  was  dis¬ 
continued;  these  certificates  had  been  devised  and  issued  by  the 
Department  to  assist  builders  to  obtain  materials  for  essential  repairs, 
and  had  proved  very  useful. 

With  the  introduction  of  the  W.B.A.  Scheme  a  number  of  diffi¬ 
culties  were  experienced,  but  these  difficulties  were  overcome  and  the 
scheme  now  appears  to  be  working  smoothly.  It  has  been  found  that 
applications  for  building  licences  made  to  the  department  have 
provided  information  of  building  work  proposed  at  premises  over 
which  the  Health  Committee  exercises  supervision — Food  shops, 
factories,  bakehouses,  cafes,  etc.  Proposals  affecting  such  premises 
are  carefully  examined  to  ensure  that  any  additional  matters  requiring 
attention  to  comply  with  any  statutes  or  regulations  are  incorporated 
in  the  application  for  a  licence. 

Details  of  the  licences  issued  are  as  set  out  in  Appendix  10. 
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Conclusion 

In  a  year  which  has  been  handicapped  by  staff  difficulties,  and 
affected  also  by  the  severe  weather  conditions  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year,  may  I  again  pay  tribute  to  the  continued  support  of  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  to  the  help 
and  co-operation  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  To  the  staff  in 
the  Department  who  have  given  unstinting  service  I  tender  my  sincere 
thanks,  and  I  wish  to  specially  mention  my  appreciation  of  the  help 
and  assistance  of  my  Deputy,  Mr.  R.  Johnson,  in  the  preparation  of 
this  report. 


Yours  obediently, 

C.  A.  STANSBURY, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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APPENDIX  1 


MAGISTERIAL  PROCEEDINGS 


Act  under  which  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  taken 


Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  Section  94 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Nature  of  Offence 


Non-abatement  of 
nuisances.  Premises 
in  such  a  state  as  to 
be  a  nuisance  —  88, 
89  and  90  Regent  St. 

Non-abatement  of 
nuisance.  Premises 
in  such  a  state  as  to 
be  a  nuisance — 116, 
Blue  Lane  West. 

Non-abatement  of 
nuisances.  Premises 
in  such  a  state  as  to 
be  a  nuisance — 2  and 
3,  Augustus  Street. 


Non-abatement  of 
nuisance.  Premises 
in  such  a  state  as  to 
be  a  nuisance  —  40, 
Farringdon  Street. 

Non -abatement  of 
nuisances.  Premises 
in  such  a  state  as  to 
be  a  nuisance  —  78, 
Regent  Street  and  62, 
Green  Lane. 


Non-abatement  of 
nuisances.  Premises 
in  such  a  state  as  to 
be  a  nuisance  —  3, 
North  Street  and  9, 
11,  13,  15,  17  and  19, 
Port  Street. 


Remarks 


Nuisance  Order  made 
to  abate  nuisances. 
Defendant  fined  £3  on 
each  of  three  counts. 
5  gns.  costs  awarded 
to  Corporation. 

Nuisance  Order  made 
to  abate  nuisance. 
Defendant  lined  £5. 


Nuisance  Order  made 
to  abate  nuisances. 
Defendant  fined  £10. 
3  gns.  costs  awarded 
to  Corporation. 

Nuisance  Order  made 
to  abate  nuisances. 
Defendant  fined  £25. 
10  gns.  costs  awarded 
to  Corporation. 


Nuisance  Order  made 
to  abate  nuisances. 
Defendant  fined  £1. 
10s.  costs  awarded  to 
Corporation . 

Nuisance  Order  made 
to  abate  nuisances. 
Defendant  fined  £5. 

3  gns.  costs  awarded 
to  Corporation . 
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APPENDIX  2 


HOUSING 

Provision  of  New  Houses 

During  1947,  280  new  houses  were  provided  as  follows: 

Provided  by  the  Council 

Permanent  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  196 

New  dwellings  from  conversion  of  existing 

properties  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Provided  privately 

Permanent  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

New  dwellings  from  conversion  of  existing 

properties  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


Total  280 


Progress  under  Housing  Acts  1930  and  1936  to  31st  December,  1947 

Houses  represented  as  unfit  ...  ...  3,035 

Houses  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,516 

Houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,340 

Number  of  persons  displaced  ...  ...  11,182 
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APPENDIX  3 


UNWHOLESOME  FOOD  CONDEMNED 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  nature  and  weight  of 
foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the  year 
1947,  the  bulk  of  the  foodstuffs  being  surrendered  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  at  the  time  of  inspection. 


Tons 

Meat  and  Offal  (at  Government  con- 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs 

trolled  slaughterhouse)  ...  124 

Pigs  heads  and  offal  (condemned 
during  inspection  of  pigs  killed  by 

11 

2 

15 

private  persons) 

— 

— 

— 

24 

Tinned  Meat  and 

other  foods  ...  6 

3 

2 

10 

Imported  Udders 

— 

2 

— 

18 

Fish 

- — 

10 

3 

18 

Bacon  ... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Butter 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Cheese 

— 

— 

■ — 

3 

Bread  ... 

— 

— 

1 

24 

Tea 

...  ...  ...  — 

- — - 

- — ■ 

12 

Groats 

...  ...  ...  • — 

— 

1 

— 

Bananas 

...  ...  ...  — 

— 

— 

22 

Dried  Peaches 

— 

— 

— 

25 

Chestnuts 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Prunes 

— 

4 

3 

10 

Sweets 

• 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Total 

. 131 

17 

1 

4 

Every  effort  was  made  to  salvage  for  purposes  other  than  human 
consumption  the  food  condemned  as  unfit,  subject  to  satisfactory 
safeguards  as  to  the  method  of  disposal. 


Certain  cases  where  foodstuffs  not  in  a  fit  condition  for  retail 
sale,  and  which  were  in  such  quantity  as  to  be  useful  for  salvaging 
for  other  purposes,  were  referred  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  Salvage 
Division. 
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APPENDIX  4 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Inspection  of  Meat 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  of  carcases  inspected, 
together  with  particulars  of  carcases  or  parts  thereof  condemned,  and 
is  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

1947 


Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  and  inspected 

4,204 

2,759 

7,335 

22,515 

64 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

27 

60 

18 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

2,255 

1,981 

69 

489 

29 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  all 
diseases  except  tuberculosis 

53.68% 

72.77% 

1.75% 

6.70% 

50% 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

15 

141 

25 

Nil 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

721 

1,331 

25 

Nil 

3 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

tuberculosis  ... 

17.51% 

53.35% 

.68% 

Nil 

5.97% 

(Total  number  of  carcases  examined 


36,877) 
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BOVINES 

Whole 

Carcases 

Part 
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Heads  and 
Tongues 

Livers 

Lungs 
Stomachs , 
etc. 

Mesentery 
&  Intestines 

Hearts 

Spleens 

Kidneys 

Udders 

CALVES  I  7335 
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APPENDIX  6 


RESULTS  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK 


Accredited  ... 

Pasteurised  ... 

Tuberculin  Tested 

(Pasteurised) 

Sterilised  and  Heat  Treated 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified) 

Raw  (Undesignated) 


Total 

Satisfactory 

U  nsatisf  actory 

73 

54 

19 

73 

64 

9 

21 

17 

4 

62 

58 

4 

19 

10 

9 

33 

25 

8 

281 

228 

53 

Totals 
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APPENDIX  7 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

Detailed  list  of  samples.  Milks  133,  Butter  20,  Margarine  19,  Cooking 
Fat  16,  Coffee  4,  Mixed  Spice  2,  Baking  Powder  5,  Gelatine  3, 
Bicarbonate  of  Soda  5,  Semolina  4,  Ground  Ginger  3,  Dried  Peaches  2, 
Sultanas  2,  Ground  Nutmeg  3,  Coffee  with  Chicory  2,  Vinegar  3, 
Cake  Flour  4,  White  Pepper  2,  Spread  Powder  2,  Scone  Flour 
Mixture  2,  Jelly  Crystals  2,  Pickles  5,  Fish  Spread  2,  Curry  Powder  2, 
and  1  each  of  the  following:  Fard,  Femonade  Crystals,  Mustard 
Cream,  Pickling  Spice,  Flavouring  Spice,  Frizets,  Glauber  Salts, 
Smoke  Herring  Roe  Spread,  Compound  Syrup  of  Figs,  Thyme,  Cocoa, 
Gravy  Browning,  Self-raising  Flour,  Parsley,  Borax,  Fruit  Sauce, 
Parsley  and  Thyme  Stuffing,  Fiquid  Extract  of  Coffee,  Sweetened 
Cake,  Fish  Paste,  Custard  Flavouring,  Malt  Cups,  Sweet  Pickle, 
Whole  Cloves,  Barley  Flakes,  Boracic  Crystals,  Sausages,  Mashed 
Potato  Powder,  Pudding  Mixture,  Custard  Powder,  Jam,  Tinned 
Oysters,  Tinned  Mussels,  Crunchettes,  Sage  and  Onion  Stuffing, 
Epsom  Salts,  Flaked  Barley,  Caraway  Seeds,  Benergy,  Extract  of 
Beef,  Artificial  Cochineal,  Sandwich  Spread,  Meat  Paste,  Ground 
Cinnamon,  Sugar,  Mushroom  Ketchup,  Garden  Mint  in  Vinegar, 
Gravy  Colouring,  Table  Jelly,  Almond  Flavouring. 


Details  of  adulterated  samples: 


Sample  116  Milk 

,,  163  ,, 

„  169  ,, 

170  ,, 

„  179  „ 

,,  186  ,, 

,,  187  ,, 


Deficient  in  fat  13.3% 
Extran.  Water  1.76% 

,,  ,,  5.29% 

„  7.41% 

Deficient  in  fat  13.3% 

„  ,,  6.6% 

,,  n  6.6% 


3  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  taken  at  a  Milk  Processing 
Plant  on  arrival  and  were  from  outside  sources,  the  appropriate  local 
authority  was  notified;  in  the  other  cases  investigations  were  made 
and  satisfactory  explanations  given,  subsequent  samples  proved 
satisfactory. 

Fertil  isers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926: 

Superphosphate  of  Time  2,  Bone  Meal  2,  Dried  Blood  1,  Basic 
Slag  1,  and  2  proprietary  fertilisers, 
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APPENDIX  8 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 
1.  Deposit  Gauges — Records  of  Deposits 


Deposits — Tons  per  Square  Mile. 


Month 

Bloxwich 

North 

Central 

South 

East 

J  anuary 

17.80 

15.30 

14.92 

12.59 

* 

February 

12.44 

7.70 

12.35 

5.24 

14.98 

March 

26.11 

23.45 

35.04 

10.83 

16.53 

April 

26.99 

25.85 

23.24 

17.25 

12.00 

May 

19.93 

20.05 

26.55 

15.47 

11.90 

June 

14.40 

22.40 

23.56 

13.28 

9.41 

July  . 

16.28 

22.19 

26.84 

15.86 

10.69 

August  ... 

6.30 

12.96 

8.84 

6.17 

5.30 

September 

19.65 

21.86 

23.06 

15.23 

7.70 

October 

13.83 

16.42 

18.15 

13.70 

8.32 

November 

32.20 

24.15 

16.13 

10.32 

December 

26.40 

18.90 

42.80 

16.92 

11.85 

Total  ... 

200.13 

239.28 

279.50 

158.67 

119.00 

Monthly  Average 

18.19 

19.94 

23.27 

13.22 

10.82 

* 

No  records 

2.  Lead  Peroxide  Gauges — Record  of  Sulphur  Pollution 

Weight  of  SO..,  collected  mg/100  sq. 

cm/day. 

Month 

Bloxwich  North 

Central 

South 

East 

July  ... 

1.34 

1.58 

1.78 

1.75 

0.41 

August  . . . 

0.94 

1.06 

1.01 

0.75 

0.31 

September 

1.46 

1.65 

1.03 

1.89 

0.42 

October  ... 

2.18 

2.26 

2.41 

2.02 

0.61 

November 

2.86 

3.51 

3.93 

3.50 

1.30 

December 

2.86 

3.18 

3.60 

3.40 

1.45 
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OUTWORKERS 

In  accordance  with  Section  110,  reports  were  received  of  a  total  number  of  88  Outworkers,  87  engaged  in  making 
wearing  apparel  and  one  engaged  in  cart  gear.  It  was  not  necessary  to  take  an}/  action  with  respect  to  Outworkers. 
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APPENDIX  10 


MINISTRY  OF  WORKS— CONTROL  OF  CIVIL  BUILDING 
DEFENCE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1939 

BUILDING  LICENCES.  During  the  year,  1,568  licences  were  issued 
under  the  above  Regulations,  covering  work  at  1,697  premises — 1,184 
houses  and  513  other  premises,  the  total  estimated  cost  for  which  was 
£73,202  Is.  lid. 

The  work  included  painting  and  repairs  in  respect  of  premises 
as  set  out  below: 


Houses 

Other  Premises 

Total 

Painting  ... 

.  553 

228 

781 

Repairs  ... 

.  468 

243 

711 

Painting  and  Repairs  .. 

.  165 

40 

205 

Totals 

1,186 

511 

1,697 

4  applications  were  refused. 


BUILDING  MATERIALS 

During  the  year  1,488  Certificates  of  Urgency  were  issued  to 
builders  to  assist  them  to  obtain  building  materials  in  short  supply 
for  work  of  an  urgent  nature. 

271  Priority  Certificates  and  171  W.B.A.  Materials  Certificates 
were  also  issued  during  the  year. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1947 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  on  the  School  Health 
Service  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1947. 


L— STAFF 

There  has  been  one  change  in  the  medical  staff  during  the  year. 
Dr.  Reach,  who  had  held  a  temporary  post  as  an  assistant  school 
medical  officer  for  a  period  of  two  years,  resigned  in  March  and  was 
replaced  by  Dr.  A.  Brown  who  took  up  his  duties  on  the  permanent 
staff  on  1st  May,  1947. 

I  have  again  to  report  a  serious  shortage  of  nursing  staff,  and 
consequently  there  has  been  considerable  difficulty  in  carrying  out 
essential  and  necessary  home  vis  4s. 


2.— SCHOOL  HEALTH  WORK— OBSERVATIONS 

The  following  notes  on  various  aspects  of  the  School  Health 
Service  have  been  provided  at  my  request  by  Dr.  A.  Brown,  who  is 
in  charge  of  the  minor  ailment  clinics  and  carries  out  the  bulk  of 
the  medical  inspections  in  the  schools. 


Personal  Cleanliness.  The  standard  of  personal  cleanliness  varies 
greatly  from  school  to  school  and  from  class  to  class.  It  is  noticeable 
that  the  standard  of  the  “B"  stream  classes  is  considerably  lower 
than  that  of  the  "A”  stream  classes.  Taken  as  a  whole,  there  is 
room  for  much  improvement  at  all  ages.  Considering  that  a  special 
effort  towards  cleanliness  is  made  for  medical  inspection  it  is 
disappointing  that  a  higher  standard  of  cleanliness  is  not  found. 


In  really  bad  cases,  where  the  parent  fails  to  appear,  a  member 
of  the  health  staff  pays  a  home  visit  and  conveys  the  findings  at 
medical  inspection.  In  this  way  it  is  hoped  to  improve  the  very  bad 
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cases,  but  the  responsibility  for  raising  and  then  maintaining  the 
standard  of  personal  cleanliness  must  rest  with  teachers.  Only  by  a 
policy  of  reiteration  of  the  principles  of  personal  hygiene  at  every 
available  opportunity  will  the  standard  be  permanently  raised. 


Defective  Vision.  At  routine  medical  inspection  too  many  children 
are  discovered  with  their  glasses  broken,  lost  or  just  not  in  use.  Here 
again  the  already  heavily  burdened  teacher  must  play  a  part.  Where 
it  is  known  (and  the  teacher  should  know)  that  glasses  have  been 
prescribed  for  a  child,  the  teacher  should  ensure  that  they  are  worn, 
and  if  they  get  broken  or  lost  should  encourage  the  parent  to  have 
them  repaired  or  replaced. 


Hallux  Valgus.  This  condition,  the  forerunner  of  bunions  and 
painful  feet,  is  extremely  common  among  the  older  girls.  Many  are 
under  treatment  at  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  but  the  main  line  of  attack 
should  be  prevention.  The  condition  is  caused  by  faulty  footwear, 
particularly  sandals,  sharp-toed  shoes  and  possibly  shrunken  hose. 


Child  Guidance.  Facilities  for  the  further  investigation  and 
treatment  of  the  maladjusted  child  are  almost  lacking.  The  out¬ 
patient  clinic  at  Walsall  General  Hospital  is  not  suitable  on  account 
of  the  type  of  adult  psychiatric  case  that  may  be  there  encountered. 
The  need  exists  for  some  form  of  child  guidance  available  at  a  centre 
within  a  reasonable  distance  of  the  county  borough.  At  present  the 
only  course  open  is  to  admit  the  most  pressing  cases  to  the  Open  Air 
School  where  on  the  whole  this  type  of  child  does  well.  However, 
treatment  of  the  maladjusted  child  is  not  a  function  of  an  Open  Air 
School  and  admission  of  such  cases  usually  means  the  exclusion  of 
other,  perhaps  delicate  children,  as  the  number  of  places  is  strictly 
limited. 


Re-inspections.  During  the  current  year,  due  to  pressure  of  other 
work,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  carry  out  more  than  a  few 
re-inspections.  This  means  that  cases  with  minor  defects,  given  advice 
and  noted  as  ' '  observation  ’  ’  are  not  being  seen  again  until  the  next 
routine  medical  inspection.  There  seems  no  immediate  prospect  of 
improvement  in  the  existing  state  of  affairs. 


School  Clinics.  Attendances  at  the  School  Clinics  have  increased 
during  the  year.  This  has  been  due  in  the  main  to  an  increased 
number  of  children  being  referred  from  routine  medical  inspection 
and  accepting  treatment.  In  this  connection  thanks  are  due  to 
teachers  for  the  personal  interest  they  have  taken  in  the  children 
recommended  for  treatment,  and  for  their  efforts  in  persuading 
hesitant  parents  to  accept  the  treatment  offered. 
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3.— SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATION 

(a)  Secondary  Schools 

County  Schools  ...  ...  ...  16 

Voluntary  Schools  ...  ...  2 

with  accommodation  for  6,628  pupils. 

(b)  Primary  Schools 

County  Schools  ...  ...  ...  27 

Voluntary  Schools  ...  ...  15 

with  accommodation  for  13,632  pupils. 

(c)  Nursery  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

with  accommodation  for  120  pupils. 

(d)  Open  Air  School  for  54  pupils. 

(e)  Beacon  Residential  School  for  Educa¬ 

tionally  Subnormal  Pupils  ...  ...  77 

The  number  of  children  on  the  register  at  31st  December,  1947, 
was  17,838,  and  the  average  attendance  (excluding  the  Beacon 
School)  was  15,772.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  children  on  the 
register  is  due  to  the  raising  of  the  school  leaving  age. 


4.— PHYSICAL  AND  MENTAL  WELFARE 

The  health  of  the  school  child  remains  good.  Of  6,480  pupils 
inspected,  the  general  condition  was  described  as  good  in  14  per  cent., 
fair  in  92  per  cent.,  and  poor  in  3  per  cent.  Skin  diseases  such  as 
impetigo  represented  one  fourth  of  the  minor  ailments  treated. 

During  the  year  11  children  of  school  age  died,  the  cause  of  death 
being  appendicitis  2,  accidental  2,  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  bronchitis, 
cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  measles,  nephritis,  diabetes,  other  causes, 
1  each. 


5.— SCHOOL  CLINICS 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  arrangements  for  the  treatment 
of  minor  ailments  at  the  school  clinics.  448  children  were  examined 
for  errors  of  refraction  and  in  374  cases  spectacles  were  prescribed. 
Dr.  Duff,  who  was  appointed  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  in  a  temporary 
capacity,  has  been  responsible  for  this  work.  2b  children  were 
referred  to  the  Walsall  General  Hospital  for  orthoptic  treatment. 
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6. — UNCLEANLINESS 

There  has  been  a  further  decline  in  the  number  of  children  found 
to  be  suffering  from  Scabies.  408  children  under  the  age  of  fifteen 
were  treated  at  the  Special  Clinic  in  Hatherton  Road.  Of  that  number 
125  were  of  school  age  and  283  were  under  school  age.  There  has 
also  been  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of  adults  treated 
at  the  clinic. 


145,781  examinations  of  pupils  in  the  schools  were  made  by  the 
school  nurses,  and  720  individual  pupils  were  found  to  be  unclean. 
This  is  a  considerable  improvement  on  previous  years,  but  the  number 
of  pupils  showing  evidence  of  infestation  is  still  much  too  high. 

The  worst  offenders  are  found  in  the  Senior  Girls’  Schools, 
including  the  High  Schools  for  girls,  and  in  some  of  our  Nursery 
Schools. 


One  cleansing  notice  was  issued  under  Section  54  (2)  of  the 
Education  Act,  1944,  and  one  cleansing  order  under  Section  54  (3) 


7. — PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  A.  J.  Spears  and  Miss  I.  Munden,  Plrpsical 
Training  Organisers,  for  the  following  interesting  reports  on  Physical 
Education  in  the  Schools. 


Mr.  Spears  reports  as  follows:  — 

"1947  produced  some  remarkable  extremes  in  weather,  from  the 
prolonged  rigours  of  frost  and  snow  in  January,  February  and  March, 
to  the  weeks  of  sunshine  through  summer  and  autumn.  Both 
conditions  have  necessarily  influenced  the  physical  well  being  and 
body  training  of  the  school  child — the  disadvantages  of  one  being 
offset  by  the  benefits  of  the  other.  The  deterioration  in  the  country’s 
economic  situation  though  it  may  have  brought  restrictions  and  set¬ 
backs  in  many  phases  of  life,  has  really  not  seriously  hit  the  school 
child  whose  simple  requirements  of  food  and  clothing  have  been  well 
provided  for.  There  are  of  course  hmitations  to  the  provision  of 
special  clothing  for  physical  training  and  games  on  a  large  scale,  and 
we  must  look  more  to  the  parents  to  provide  shorts,  gym  shoes,  and 
rootball  boots  and  jerseys,  though  this  may  entail  sacrifices  on  their 
behalf.  We  don’t  like  asking  children  to  share  the  use  of  the  limited 
number  of  plimsolls  obtainable  on  the  quota  permitted,  but  failing- 
adequate  provision  we  must  accept  a  lowering  of  the  standards  in  the 
physical  exercise  lessons. 
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Organised  games  have  been  carried  out  with  growing  enthusiasm 
and  efficiency  as  the  acreage  of  playing  fields  increases  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  fields  is  improved.  We  are  further  indebted  to 
the  Parks  Superintendent  and  his  Staff  for  the  improvements  to  the 
playing  fields  recorded  during  the  year.  Individual  schools  can  show 
a  very  high  standard  of  skill  in  football  while  the  town  team  reflects 
the  sound  coaching  given  in  several  departments  and  shows  promise 
of  a  successful  season. 

Work  with  the  Extra  School  Year  with  pupils  up  to  fifteen  years 
is  being  energetically  handled  and  in  some  respects,  treated  experi¬ 
mentally.  The  rapidly  maturing  faculties  are  given  full  encourage¬ 
ment  and  gymnastic  ability  often  shows  a  marked  degree  of  progress 
compared  with  the  boys  under  fourteen  years  of  age.  There  is  ample 
evidence  that  boys  in  this  fourth  year  are  deriving  much  satisfaction 
from  the  recreational  approach  to  physical  training  and  are  conscious 
of  the  increase  in  their  bodily  strength  and  vigour,  though  their  desire 
for  neatness  and  precision  in  performance  may  be  less  evident  than 
in  the  younger  age  groups. 

We  welcome  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Wain wright  as  Baths 
Superintendent  and  look  forward  to  continued  co-operation  with  a 
department  which  can  do  so  much  to  facilitate  the  instruction  of 
swimming.  We  get  a  satisfactory  number  of  scholars  taught  the 
elements  of  swimming  every  year  and  this  is  achieved  in  the  face 
of  many  obstacles.  Not  least  is  the  question  of  releasing  a  group  and 
a  teacher  for  an  hour  or  more  to  travel  often  a  considerable  distance 
to  the  baths  for  a  brief  twenty  minutes  lesson.  It  is  indeed  gratifying 
to  report  that  head  teachers  do  co-operate  whilst  suffering  the 
inconveniences  of  re-organising  time-tables  so  as  to  enable  those 
children  who  desire  to  learn  swimming  to  attend  the  baths.  We 
realise  what  this  means  when  academic  standards  must  be  maintained, 
but  we  feel  that  they  share  the  view  that  the  end  justifies  the  means. 

The  examination  results  in  swimming  and  life  saving  for  1947 
are  appended,  together  with  those  for  1946.  The  boys  results  show 
a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  Proficiency  Certificates  gained  in 
1947  and  this  is  always  a  good  augury  for  the  future  when  a  general 
uplift  in  standards  for  the  higher  certificates  may  be  anticipated. 
This  is  also  reflected  to  some  extent  in  the  number  of  Elementary 
Certificates  gained  for  Life  Saving.  The  foundations  for  good  results 
in  Life  Saving  are  laid  but  can  only  produce  better  results  in 
Intermediate  and  Bronze  awards  if  the  Secondary  Modern  Departments 
are  able  to  continue  the  instruction  with  the  older  scholars. 
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The  results  of  the  year’s  examinations  for  Swimming  Certificates 
and  Royal  Life  Saving  Society  Awards  are  given  below,  with  those  of 
1946  for  comparison: 

1946  1947 


Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

1st  Class  Certificate 

5 

5  ... 

3  ... 

3 

2nd  ,, 

160 

110  ... 

179  ... 

97 

Junior  Special  Award  ... 

25 

22  ... 

14  ... 

13 

3rd  Class  Certificate  ... 

61 

47  ... 

96  ... 

65 

Proficiency 

192 

104  ... 

267  ... 

83 

J unior  Learners 

126 

54  ... 

104  ... 

76 

569 

342  ... 

663  ... 

337 

Total  Boys  and 

Girls 

1946 

911 

j  y  )  j  )  ) 

1947 

1000 

R.L.S.S.  Certificates  (1947) 

Boys 

Girls 

Bronze  Medallion 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4  ... 

— 

Intermediate  Certificate 

•  •  • 

17  ... 

26 

Elementary  Certificate 

38  ... 

40 

59 

66  = 

125 

1946 

. . . 

52 

78  = 

130 

Miss  Munden  reports  as 

follows :  — 

During  recent  years  there  have  been  many  developments  in 
physical  education  for  school  children,  which  are  in  line  with 
changing  ideas  and  methods  in  education  as  a  whole.  The  teacher 
must  be  in  touch  with  recent  developments  in  other  parts  of  the 
country,  and  this  gives  rise  to  the  need  for  attending  refresher  and 
holiday  courses.  In  this  respect  it  is  worth  recording  the  excellent 
attendance  of  Walsall  teachers,  both  men  and  women,  at  a  week-end 
refresher  course  held  in  September  under  the  auspices  of  the  English 
Folk  Dance  Society.  There  has  also  been  a  good  response  by  women 
teachers  in  secondary  schools  to  a  course  in  Physical  Education 
organised  for  them  during  the  autumn.  The  results  of  their 
voluntary  attendance  at  these  classes  is  already  to  be  seen  in  the  keen 
and  alive  work  of  the  senior  girls  in  the  schools. 

There  has  been  a  particularly  notable  change  in  ideas  on 
physical  education  for  the  primary  school  child  (aged  5  to  11).  It 
has  been  felt  for  some  time  that  the  natural  activities  of  climbing 
and  hanging  have  been  too  much  neglected  for  this  age  range,  and 
the  young  child’s  desire  to  use  his  arm  and  abdominal  muscles  has 
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been  given  totally  insufficient  play.  This  has  resulted  in  the 
experimenting  with  such  fixed  apparatus  as  the  ' '  Bristol  Climbing 
Apparatus/’  the  "Essex  Agility  Apparatus,”  the  "Somerset  Cage 
and  Bars,”  etc.,  and  much  success  has  been  achieved  with  this  type  of 
activity.  As  yet  we  have  not  tried  out  these  ideas  in  Walsall  but 
are  hoping  to  do  more  on  these  lines  in  the  future.  The  work  in  our 
primary  schools  is  still  on  the  lines  laid  down  in  the  1933  Syllabus  of 
Physical  Training  for  Schools,  and  activities  have  been  accelerated 
and  brought  more  up  to  date  by  the  provision  in  recent  months  of 
further  supplies  of  small  apparatus  such  as  balls,  skipping  ropes,  etc. 
During  the  war  years  stocks  of  such  apparatus  had  fallen  very  low. 

"To  get  sound  results  from  the  physical  education  schemes  in  the 
schools  there  is  need  for  much  improvement  of  facilities.  There  are 
still  approximately  17  departments  where  no  physical  education  can 
be  carried  on  in  bad  weather  owing  to  lack  of  indoor  accommodation 
of  any  sort.  Since  the  regular  daily  lesson  has  so  much  effect  on  the 
child’s  health,  growth  and  development,  this  is  a  real  hindrance  to 
progress.  At  the  same  time,  lack  of  facilities  for  washing  and  changing 
after  exercise  detracts  much  from  the  value  of  the  subject  as  part  of 
a  practical  health  programme.  Changing  of  the  clothes  for  exercise 
is  one  of  the  health  rules  which  the  children  should  be  learning  at 
school,  but  except  in  senior  schools  this  is  rarely  done.  The  Senior 
Girls’  schools  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  efforts  to  keep  the 
pupils  suitably  clad  for  exercise  during  these  difficult  years.  The 
clothing  supplied  by  the  Authority  before  the  war  to  senior  depart¬ 
ments  is  now  very  threadbare,  but  several  schools  have  used  all  their 
initiative  as  well  as  their  powers  of  "make  do  and  mend,”  to 
overcome  the  difficulty.  We  are  hoping  to  obtain  further  supplies  of 
clothing  in  the  near  future,  but  this  has  been  much  curtailed  by  a 
large  cut  in  coupon  allocation.  The  primary  schools  have  never  had 
help  from  the  Authority  with  the  provision  of  clothing  for  exercise, 
other  than  plimsolls,  such  provision  not  being  grant-earning.  More 
could  be  done  here  by  individual  enterprise  on  the  part  of  the  schools 
and  with  the  co-operation  of  the  parents.  Further  supplies  of 
plimsolls  have  been  available  for  all  departments  this  year,  and  are 
an  essential  item  of  equipment  since  sure-footedness  is  the 
foundation  for  an  active,  modern  type  of  lesson. 

Physical  education  has  often  been  regarded  as  a  time-table 
"extra,”  rather  than  as  an  essential  part  of  a  unified  scheme  of 
education  for  a  growing  and  developing  child,  living  in  somewhat 
unnatural  conditions.  In  those  schools  where  the  regular  short,  daily 
period  is  conscientiously  carried  out,  results  show  improvement  in 
posture,  general  alertness,  "attack”  and  self-confidence  which  make 
a  well  worth  while  contribution  to  the  general  scheme  for  education. 

There  has  been  a  very  satisfactory  increase  in  the  number  of 
secondary  modern  girls’  schools  playing  hockey  this  season,  and 
equipment  has  been  provided  by  the  Authority  to  further  this.  It 
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is  felt  that  the  girl  in  the  secondary  modern  school  has  much  to  gain, 
both  physically  and  socially,  from  a  field  game  which  develops 
stamina  and  gives  her  the  same  basic  training  and  skill  which  the 
secondary  grammar  school  girl  enjoys,  with  the  same  possibility  of 
entry  into  clubs  etc.,  after  she  leaves  school. 

"Netball  inter-league  and  inter-town  matches  have  been  played 
by  the  older  girls.  Walsall  Town  Team  members  are  to  be 
congratulated  on  winning  the  Joseph  Leckie  Shield  this  year.  More 
netball  is  now  being  played  among  the  junior  girls  also. 

"During  the  summer  term  a  Rounders  Tournament  was  again 
held  and  for  the  first  time  junior  schools  were  invited  to  send  teams  to 
compete,  which  they  did  with  great  success. 

"Finally,  there  is  need  for  more  instruction  and  practice  in  the 
care  of  the  body  and  the  forging  of  a  closer  link  between  health 
education  and  physical  education.  This  development  needs  to  go 
hand  in  hand  with  better  facilities  for  washing  and  changing  in  the 
schools." 


8. — PROVISION  OF  MEALS  AND  MILK  FOR 
SCHOOL  CHILDREN 

I  am  indebted  to  Mrs.  D.  M.  Curtis,  Schools  Meals  Organiser, 
for  the  following  report  on  the  School  Meals  Service :  — 

"The  year  1947  has  shown  a  continued  rise  in  the  number  of 
meals  served  and  they  have  now  reached  a  daily  total  of  7,100. 
Several  of  the  new  buildings  planned  in  1945  have  been  handed  over 
and  are  now  in  use.  These  include  two  self-contained  canteens  (i.e. 
kitchen  and  dining  room,  capable  of  serving  500  meals  and  350 
meals  daily  respectively,  three  new  dining  rooms  and  the  long 
projected  Dining  Room  and  Kitchen  at  the  Open  Air  School.  The 
latter,  which  includes  a  small  staff  room  with  toilet  accommodation, 
fills  a  long  felt  want  and  has  added  greatly  to  the  comfort  and 
efficiency  of  this  Special  School.  Another  Central  Kitchen  with  a 
capacity  of  1,500  meals  is  nearing  completion  and  when  in  operation 
will  enable  all  likely  demands  for  meals  to  be  met. 

The  very  severe  weather  and  the  fuel  cuts  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year  raised  many  problems  and  difficulties  in  the  provision  of 
meals — but  all  were  successfully  overcome  and  there  was  no  break¬ 
down  in  the  service.  A  tribute  is  certainly  due  both  to  the  kitchen 
staffs  and  to  the  transport  men  for  their  loyalty  and  devotion  under 
very  trying  conditions. 

"The  total  number  of  meals  supplied  during  the  year  was 
1,146,997  (912,524  for  payment,  234,473  free)  as  against  955,915 
(663,370  for  payment,  292,545  free)  for  1946.  Undoubtedly  the  bad 
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weather  in  February  and  March  when  some  of  the  schools  had  to 
close  and  attendances  at  others  were  much  lower  than  usual,  accounts 
for  the  smaller  increase  as  compared  with  previous  years. 

“The  charge  is  still  5d.  per  meal  (the  cost  of  food  only  is 
chargeable)  but  with  the  steady  rise  in  the  price  of  food  stuffs,  it  is 
doubtful  if  this  figure  can  be  maintained  without  the  quality  of  the 
meal  declining. 

“In  September,  the  Ministry  of  Education’s  scheme  for  the 
appointment  of  Dining  Room  Supervisors  came  into  operation  for  all 
Infants’  Schools  and  in  certain  Junior  Schools,  and  this  has  greatly 
reduced  the  amount  of  hard  work  falling  upon  the  teaching  staffs 
of  these  schools  at  mid-day.  Their  interest  and  co-operation  still 
remains  and  is  a  major  factor  in  the  success  of  the  School  Meals 
Service. 

“The  “Milk  in  Schools’’  scheme  under  which  all  school  children 
receive  l/3rd  pint  of  milk  free  on  each  school  day  continues  in 
operation  and  on  October  8th  1947,  the  number  of  such  children  was 
14,617,  19.3  per  cent,  of  those  attending  school  on  that  day.’’ 


9. — INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Diphtheria.  There  were  4  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  school  children 
during  the  year  as  against  10  in  the  previous  year.  None  of  these 
four  children  had  been  immunised.  There  were  no  deaths. 

During  the  year  1,089  children  under  the  age  of  5  years  and  725 
between  the  ages  of  5  and  14,  a  total  of  1,814,  were  immunised 
against  diphtheria,  333  receiving  a  re-inforcing  dose. 

Scarlet  Fever.  243  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  amongst  school 
children  as  against  89  in  1946,  the  incidence  of  the  disease  being 
highest  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Measles.  6 87  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  amongst  school 
children,  the  disease  being  very  prevalent  during  the  first  six  months 
of  the  year.  There  was  one  death. 

Whooping  Cough.  88  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified 
amongst  school  children,  as  against  81  in  the  previous  year. 

Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis.  2  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  and 
1  case  of  Polioencephalitis  were  notified  during  the  third  quarter  of 
the  year.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis.  Two  cases  were  notified,  there  being 
one  death. 


80 


10.— HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN 

Deaf.  One  child  was  placed  in  a  residential  school;  there  were 
15  children  in  residential  schools  for  the  deaf  or  partially  deaf  and  3 
were  in  attendance  at  a  special  day  school. 

Blind.  Two  children  were  placed  in  residential  schools,  there 
being  10  children  in  residential  schools  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Educationally  Subnormal.  Eleven  boys  were  admitted  to  Beacon 
School,  Lichfield,  and  3  boys  were  discharged. 

One  girl  was  admitted  to  Monyhull  Residential  School. 

Eighty-one  children  submitted  for  examination  were  found  on 
examination  to  be  educationally  subnormal  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
require  teaching  in  special  schools  or  classes.  Twenty  boys  and  three 
girls  were  in  residential  schools  for  the  educationally  subnormal  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

The  following  children  were  notified  to  the  Local  Authority  for 


the  care  of  the  mentally 

defective:  — 

Under  Sec.  57  (3) 

Idiots  ... 

2 

Imbeciles 

..  6 

Educationally  Subnormal 

..  6 

Sec.  57  (5) 

Educationally  Subnormal 

..  3 

Total 

..  17 

Delicate.  One  girl  was  admitted  to  a  residential  school  at 
Northampton  and  1  girl  was  discharged  from  West  Kirby  Convalescent 
Home. 

These  handicapped  children  were  in  the  following  institutions :  - 


Institution 

Bovs 

Girls 

Total 

Royal  School  for  Deaf  Children 

(Birmingham)  ... 

3 

4 

7 

Moseley  Road  School  for  the  Deaf 

(Birmingham)  ... 

3 

— 

3 

The  Mount  School  for  the  Deaf 

(Stoke)  ... 

2 

6 

8 

Royal  Institute  for  the  Blind 

(Birmingham)  ... 

6 

4 

10 

Schools  for  the  Educationally  Subnormal :  — 
Lichfield  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

20 

Monyhull 

— 

2 

2 

Sandhill  Park 

— 

1 

1 

Cardiac  Cases — 

Northampton 

— 

1 

1 
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Home  Training.  Education  other  than  at  School  was  provided  for 
4  children  suffering  from  serious  heart  disease  or  other  diseases  which 
rendered  them  unfit  to  attend  primary  or  secondary  schools. 

Crippled  Children.  The  total  number  of  school  children  seen 
during  the  year  by  the  Surgeon  Specialist  at  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic 
was  597.  In  addition,  there  were  199  children  under  school  age, 
25  tuberculosis  cases  and  1  mental  health  case.  195  children  were 
sent  by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  and  51  by  the  Wednesbury 
Authority.  A  total  of  2,243  attendances  was  made. 

349  Walsall  children  (310  Education  and  39  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare)  were  treated  in  the  Massage  Department  and,  in  addition, 
69  Staffordshire  County  and  22  Wednesbury  cases  were  treated,  the 
total  attendances  for  treatment  amounting  to  7,238. 

A  total  of  242  children  (176  new  cases  and  66  in  attendance  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year)  were  treated  at  the  Ultra  Violet  Light 
Clinic.  182  children  were  discharged  from  treatment  leaving  60  under 
treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


11.— BEACON  RESIDENTIAL  SCHOOL 

To  Mr.  G.  F.  Taylor,  Superintendent  of  the  Beacon  Residential 
School  for  Educationally  Subnormal  Children,  I  am  indebted  for 
the  following  interesting  report  on  the  work  of  his  department :  — 

"The  year  1947  started  badly,  for  on  the  return  of  the  boys 
from  their  Xmas  Holiday  influenza  broke  out  immediately,  and  within 
a  few  days  the  whole  school  was  abed.  Then  the  severe  weather  set 
in,  and  certain  rooms  were  rendered  unusable,  thus  restricting  the 
activities  of  the  older  boys  who  were  deprived  of  their  classroom  and 
of  woodwork  instruction.  With  the  approach  of  Easter  a  more  normal 
routine  became  possible,  and  the  boys  settled  clown  to  practising  for 
the  Athletic  Sports,  and  to  tending  their  gardens. 

"Sports  Day  was  on  19th  June,  and  a  representative  gathering 
of  friends  and  parents  witnessed  the  contests.  A  programme  of  18 
events  was  worked  through,  and  all  the  boys  were  enabled  to  compete 
in  two  or  more  events  appropriate  to  their  ability.  Records  were 
established  by  one  of  the  senior  boys,  Donald  Stephens,  who  cleared 
4ft.  lOins.  in  the  high  jump,  and  who  ran  the  440  yards  in  62  seconds. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  sports,  tea  was  served  to  both  boys  and 
visitors,  and  later,  the  Annual  Prize  Distribution  took  place  in  the 
boys'  Dining  Hall — the  prizes  being  presented  by  our  Chairman, 
Alderman  Fletcher. 

"While  the  boys  were  away  on  their  long  summer  holiday  their 
garden  plots  were  untended,  thus  necessitating  the  harvesting  of 
their  vegetables  immediately  upon  the  beginning  of  the  new  term. 
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In  spite  of  this,  on  26th  September,  a  Vegetable  and  Flower  Show 
was  staged  by  the  boys  under  the  direction  of  two  teachers — Mr. 
Lyon  and  Mr.  Budden.  It  was  a  modest  affair,  but  it  afforded  the 
boys  enormous  gratification,  and  it  will  doubtless  encourage  them 
to  greater  efforts  on  their  plots  next  year.  Prizes — in  chocolate  form 
- — were  awarded  for  displaying  plates  of  six  potatoes  according  to 
variety,  and  for  displaying  marrows  and  for  vases  of  marigolds. 

'‘Good  progress  has  been  made  by  our  pupils  during  the  year 
in  their  classroom  lessons — many  of  the  boys  improving  also  tempera¬ 
mentally.  Evidence  of  this  improvement  was  demonstrated  on  the 
occasion  of  our  Christmas  Breaking-Up  Party,  when  boys  from  the 
Junior  Class  performed  a  Sketch — speaking  their  parts  with  unusual 
self-confidence — while  boys  from  the  Senior  Class  also  acted 
creditably. 

In  the  summer  we  formed  an  enthusiastic  Gymnastic  Team,  some 
boys  finding  enormous  delight  in  vaulting  through  paper  hoops. 
Swimming  instruction  was  given  to  the  senior  boys  and  eight  boys 
learned  to  swim.  Football  has  been  very  popular  in  season,  and 
matches  on  several  occasions  have  been  played  against  visiting  teams 
— -the  boys  acquitting  themselves  well. 

During  the  winter  evenings  many  boys  have  found  pleasure  in 
table  games,  and  frequent  draught  tournaments  have  been  arranged. 
A  few  boys  are  now  learning  Chess,  and  one  or  two  play  the  game 
with  pleasurable  deliberation. 

The  School  is  now  being  used  by  thirty  Education  Authorities 
in  various  parts  of  the  Country,  and  twenty  of  our  pupils  are  from 
Walsall.  The  age  distributions  at  the  time  of  writing  are:  — 

Under  eleven  years  ...  ...  16 

Over  eleven  years  ...  ...  55 

"The  I.Q.’s  are  spread  over  a  fairly  wide  range,  as  shewn  by 
the  following  table  which  includes  also  the  boys  who  have  left  the 
school  during  the  year :  — 

I.Q  s  41  —  50,'  5  boys  I.Q's  71  —  80,  25  boys 

51  —  60,  19  ,,  81  —  90,  7  ,, 

61  —  70,  25  ,,  91  —  100,  —  ,, 

101  —  110,  1  ,, 

12.— DENTAL  TREATMENT 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  N.  L.  Cookson,  Senior  Dental  Surgeon, 
for  the  following  report  on  the  work  of  the  School  Dental  Service :  — - 

The  dental  staff  has  again  been  at  full  strength  throughout 
the  whole  year,  and  consequently,  the  amount  of  work  done,  as 
shown  in  the  statistical  tables,  bears  a  close  resemblance  to  that  of 
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the  previous  year.  From  these  tables  it  is  evident  that  under  present 
circumstances,  the  volume  of  work  which  can  be  carried  out  annually 
by  the  dental  staff  amounts  to  10,000  extractions  and  3,500  fillings. 

"The  acceptance  rate  of  87  per  cent,  is  sufficient  testimony  to 
the  confidence  that  parents  have  in  the  school  dental  service,  and  it 
is  very  gratifying  to  the  staff  that  the  old  time  apathy  for  treatment 
has  been  replaced  by  a  spirit  of  co-operation  between  the  parents, 
pupils  and  dental  staff,  as  is  shown  by  a  much  greater  willingness  on 
the  part  of  the  parents  and  pupils  to  accept  the  advice  of  the  dental 
staff. 


"During  the  year  10,000  children  have  been  inspected  and  the 
number  of  children  needing  treatment  has  been  found  to  differ 
considerably  according  to  their  respective  age  groups.  The  infants, 
for  instance,  have  shown  a  remarkable  freedom  from  caries,  but  the 
junior  children,  of  ages  ranging  from  7  years  to  11  years,  do  require 
more  constant  treatment  owing  to  the  major  changes  that  occur  in  the 
mouth  at  that  age.  This  year  70  per  cent,  of  children  in  this  age 
group  have  required  some  form  of  treatment  which  consists  mainly 
in  the  removal  of  deciduous  teeth  which  should  be  lost  in  the  natural 
way.  It  is  therefore  important  to  realise  that  the  high  extraction 
total  which  nears  10,000  is  by  no  means  indicative  of  the  number  of 
carious  teeth  extracted;  there  is  no  doubt  that  at  least  a  third  of  this 
extraction  total  concerned  the  removal  of  '"first  teeth"  which,  if 
allowed  to  remain  in  situ  would  upset  the  alignment  of  the  second 
dentition. 

"In  a  school  dental  report  one  cannot  over-emphasize  the 
importance  of  the  ratio  between  the  number  of  permanent  teeth 
which  have  been  extracted  and  the  number  of  permanent  teeth  that 
have  been  filled;  this  year  3.2  permanent  fillings  have  been  inserted 
for  every  permanent  tooth  which  has  been  extracted.  This  favourable 
balance  on  the  side  of  conservation  does  show  that  the  school  dental 
service  is  striving  to  fulfil  its  primary  function,  namely  the  maintenance 
of  a  healthy  dentition  rather  than  the  provision  for  emergency 
extractions.  Thus  it  is  that  there  has  been  a  great  decrease  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  toothache.  In  1937  for  instance,  there  were  1,811 
such  cases,  compared  with  640  in  1947. 

The  forms  of  treatment  other  than  fillings  and  extractions  which 
are  included  under  the  heading  ‘  ‘  Other  operations  ’  ’  include  a  variety 
of  work  such  as  the  treatment  of  gingivitis  by  the  administration  of 
vitamin  C  and  the  removal  of  serumal  tartar  thereby  restoring  to 
normal  health  the  gums  of  many  children  who  would  otherwise  have 
developed  chronic  periodontal  troubles  in  later  life.  Interstitial 
packings,  cautery,  gum  paintings  and  specific  mouth- washes  must  all 
be  included  as  an  integral  part  of  the  general  treatment  of  the 
mouth. 
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It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  of  the  10,000  children  inspected 
this  year,  73  per  cent,  of  those  children  who  were  found  to  be  in  need 
of  dental  treatment  have  had  their  treatment  completed. 

“At  the  end  of  December  the  school  dental  clinics  lost  the 
services  of  Mrs.  Richard  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  dental  staff 
for  ten  years.  She  will  be  remembered  by  her  colleagues  and  by 
many  children  and  parents  for  her  splendid  work  and  kindliness.  We 
all  offer  her  our  best  wishes  for  the  future." 

13. — HOSPITAL  TREATMENT 

492  school  children  were  treated  at  the  Manor  Hospital  as 
in-patients,  158  of  these  being  tonsil  and/or  adenoid  cases,  and  64 
for  diseases  of  the  ear  or  nose,  including  18  cases  of  mastoidectomy 
and  24  other  cases  of  middle  ear  disease. 

In  addition  866  school  children  made  a  total  of  4,066  attendances 
as  out-patients. 

14.— INSTRUCTION  IN  MOTHERCRAFT 

The  lectures  in  Mothercraft,  instituted  last  year,  have  been 
continued  during  the  year  1947  by  Miss  G.  Johnson,  S.R.N.,  R.F.N., 
S.C.M.,  H.V.,  Superintendent  Health  Visitor,  and  members  of  her 
staff,  though  I  am  sorry  to  report  we  have  not  been  able  to  extend  this 
work  as  we  would  have  wished  owing  to  the  shortage  of  Health  Visiting 
Staff.  Nevertheless,  lectures  have  been  given  in  Mothercraft  and 
Hygiene  to  classes  of  senior  girls  at  four  schools  and  again  I  have  to 
report  the  success  of  this  type  of  instruction. 

The  course  again  consisted  of  approximately  six  lectures,  covering 
the  following  subjects:  — 

Personal  Hygiene,  i.e.  care  of  the  body,  clothing,  etc. 

General  Hygiene,  covering  sleep,  food,  fresh  air  and  exercise 

etc.  and 

Mothercraft,  including  Ante-Natal  care,  preparation  for  the 

newly  born  child,  and  the  care  and  feeding  of  the  child. 

Additional  lectures  were  then  given  on  the  care  of  the  baby  at 
varying  periods  in  its  early  life,  and  further  talks  were  given  covering 
the  child’s  life  up  to  the  age  of  five  years.  Talks  were  also  given 
on  elementary  physiology  and  anatomy,  the  hygiene  of  menstruation 
and  on  food  stuffs,  etc.  During  the  course  the  classes  were  taken  to 
an  infant  welfare  centre,  where  practical  demonstrations  were  given 
in  bathing  and  dressing  a  baby,  preparation  of  infant  food,  and 
opportunity  was  taken  to  stress  why  infant  welfare  centres  are 
provided  and  why  the  young  mother  should  attend.  The  girls  were 
very  interested  indeed  with  this  practical  demonstration,  and  many 
intelligent  questions  were  asked  and  the  staff  were  very  pleased  at 
the  genuine  interest  shown.  At  the  end  of  the  course,  examinations 
were  held  and  thirty-three  certificates  of  proficiency  were  to  be 
awarded . 


85 


Our  ultimate  aim  is  still  to  ensure  that  every  senior  girl  receives 
instruction  in  Mothercraft  and  Personal  Hygiene  before  she  leaves 
school,  but  I  am  afraid  this  ideal  will  not  be  reached  for  some  years 
owing  to  the  extreme  shortage  of  trained  Health  Visiting  staff  able 
to  give  the  necessary  lectures.  During  the  year,  however,  we  were 
able  to  initiate  a  Nursing  Recruitment  Campaign  and  the  him  "The 
Student  Nurse"  was  shown  at  Croft  Street  School  to  a  large  number 
of  girls  from  all  the  schools  in  the  Borough.  Miss  Peile,  Travelling 
Secretary,  King  Edward's  Hospital  Fund  Nursing  Recruitment 
Service,  came  down  from  London  to  address  the  girls  and  a  most 
successful  and  instructive  lecture  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Questions 
were  asked  by  many  of  the  girls  and  we  feel  that  the  majority 
attending  had  a  much  clearer  conception  of  a  nurse's  life  and  duties 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  lecture. 

The  questions  asked  by  the  girls  proved,  in  the  main,  to  be  very 
intelligent  and  showed  a  keen  appreciation  of  a  nurse's  work  but  the 
lecturer  was  able  to  correct  quite  a  number  of  misapprehensions  which 
appear  to  be  common  regarding  the  nursing  profession. 

The  girls  were  obviously  enthusiastic  and  listened  with  great 
attention  and  we  hope  the  knowledge  put  forward  by  the  film  and 

lecturer  will  bear  fruit  in  the  years  to  come.  We  feel  that  we  are 

contributing  to  the  wider  education  of  the  senior  girls  even  if  they  do 
not  ultimately  choose  to  enter  the  nursing  profession. 

15. — TALKS  TO  PARENTS 

The  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  was  only  able  to  give  one 
lecture  to  parents  during  the  year  at  the  North  Walsall  Parent's 
Association. 

The  meeting  was  the  most  enthusiastic  we  have  ever  had  and 

demonstrates  the  need  for  this  type  of  instruction.  We  shall  not 

allow  this  aspect  of  our  work  to  lapse  as  we  feel  that  the  spread  of 
education  in  the  maintenance  of  health  in  the  school  child,  through 
the  parent,  is  most  important. 

A  large  number  of  questions  was  asked  by  the  parents  and  a 
general  discussion  followed  which  was  most  stimulating  to  the  lecturer. 

We  invite  Head  Teachers  to  consider  further  lectures  on  these 
lines  and  we  will  do  all  in  our  power  to  meet  their  demands. 

16. — CONCLUSION 

I  desire  once  again  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Director  of 
Education  for  the  very  close  and  cordial  relations  which  exist  between 
our  departments,  and  also  to  the  Head  Teachers  for  their 
co-operation.  To  my  staff,  medical,  nursing  and  clerical,  I  am 
indebted  for  their  loyal  support  and  enthusiasm  in  carrying  out  a 
heavy  year’s  programme. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  A.  M.  CLARK, 

March,  1948.  School  Medical  Officer. 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  AND  TREATMENT  RETURNS 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1947. 

TABLE  1 

Medical  Inspections  of  Pupils  Attending  Maintained  Primary 

and  Secondary  Schools 

A.  Periodic  Medical  Inspections. 

(1)  Number  of  Inspections: 

Entrants  ...  ...  ...  1,279 

Second  Age  Group  ...  1,473 

Third  Age  Group  ...  ...  1,353 

-  Total 

(2)  Number  of  other  Periodic  Inspections 

Grand  Total 


B.  Other  Inspections 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  2,934 

Number  of  Re-inspections  1,998 

Total  4,932 


4,105 

2,375 

6,480 


C.  Pupils  Found  to  Require  Treatment 


Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical 
Inspection  to  require  treatment  (excluding  Dental  Diseases 

and  Infestation  with  Vermin) 


Group 

(1) 

For  defective 
vision  (exclud¬ 
ing  squint) 

(2) 

For  any  of 
the  other 
conditions 
recorded  in 
Table  IIa 

(3) 

Total 

individual 

pupils 

(4) 

Entrants  ...  . : . 

2 

310 

286 

Second  Age  Group 

90 

202 

283 

Third  Age  Group  ... 

90 

136 

205 

Total  (prescribed  groups) 

182 

648 

774 

Other  Periodic  Inspections 

258 

284 

479 

Grand  Total 

440 

932 

1,253 

87 


TABLE  2 

A.  Return  of  Defects  Found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the 
Year  Ended  31st  December,  1947 


Defect  or  Disease 

(1) 

Periodic  Inspections 

Special  Inspections 

No.  of 

defects 

No.  of 

defects 

Requiring 

treatment 

(2) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 

observation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 
(3) 

Requiring 

treatment 

(4) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 

observation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

(5) 

Skin 

35 

13 

218 

— 

Eyes — a.  Vision 

440 

72 

128 

19 

b.  Squint 

47 

21 

7 

— 

c.  Other 

9 

12 

87 

— 

Ears — a.  Hearing 

13 

8 

42 

— 

b.  Otitis  Media 

41 

13 

94 

• — 

c.  Other 

4 

1 

15 

— 

Nose  or  Throat 

185 

174 

232 

— 

Speech  . 

3 

5 

3 

— 

Cervical  Glands 

7 

47 

49 

■ — 

Heart  and  Circulation 

10 

64 

32 

8 

Lungs 

37 

65 

215 

4 

Developmental — 

a.  Hernia 

23 

32 

18 

• — 

b.  Other 

12 

17 

28 

— 

Orthopaedic — 

a.  Posture 

71 

28 

20 

2 

b.  Flat  foot  ... 

148 

69 

16 

10 

c.  Other 

142 

111 

37 

15 

Nervous  System 

a.  Epilepsy  ... 

1 

1 

2 

— 

b.  Other 

— 

2 

19 

— 

Psychological — 

a.  Development 

2 

27 

— 

— 

b.  Stability  ... 

1 

6 

25 

- — 

Other  ... 

141 

79 

868 

17 

88 


B.  Classification  of  the  General  Condition  of  Pupils 
Inspected  During  the  Year  in  the  Age  Groups. 


A. 

B. 

c. 

Number 

(Good) 

(Fair) 

(Poor) 

Age  Groups 

of  pupils 
Inspected 

No. 

%  of 

%  of 

%  of 

col.  2 

No. 

col.  2 

No. 

col.  2 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(0 

(7) 

(8) 

Entrants 

Second  Age 

1,279 

244 

19.1 

989 

77.3 

46 

3.6 

Group 

Third  Age 

1,473 

240 

16.3 

1,187 

80.6 

46 

3.1 

Group 

Other  Periodic 

1,353 

94 

6.9 

1,209 

89.4 

50 

3.7 

Inspections 

2,375 

358 

15.1 

1,943 

81.8 

74 

3.1 

Total  ... 

6,480 

936 

14.44 

5,328 

82.22 

216 

3.33 

TABLE  3 

TREATMENT  TABLES 

Group  1 — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness  for  which 

see  Table  5). 


(a) 

Number  of 

Defects  treated 

or  under 

treatment  during 

SKIN— 

the  year 

Ringworm — Scalp 

(i)  X-Ray  treatment 

- - 

(ii)  Other  treatment  ... 

- - 

Ringworm — body 

7 

Scabies 

125 

Impetigo  ... 

878 

Other  skin  diseases 

52 

Eye  Disease 

123 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding  errors  of 

refraction,  squint  and  cases  admitted  to 

hospital) 

Ear  Defects 

115 

Miscellaneous 

2,419 

(e.g.  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores,  chilblains 

etc.) 

Total 

3,710 

(b)  Total  number  of  attendances  at  Authority’s 

minor  ailments  clinics  ...  ...  ...  |  6,681 
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Group  2 — Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Eye 
Disease  treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Group  1) 

No.  of  defects 
dealt  with 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  squint)  ...  ...  ...  448 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes  (excluding  those  recorded 

in  Group  I  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Total  ...  473 


No.  of  Pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were  (a)  Prescribed  ...  374 

(b)  Obtained  ...  364 

Group  3. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat 

Total  No. 
treated 

Received  operative  treatment- — 

(a)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis  ...  ...  168 

(b)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions  ...  ...  64 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

232 


Group  4 — Orthop/edic  and  Postural  Defects 

(a)  No.  treated  as  in-patients  in  hospitals  or  hospital 

schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(b)  No.  treated  otherwise  e.g.  in  clinics  or  out-patient 

departments  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  451 


Group  5 — Child  Guidance  Treatment  and  Speech  Therapy 
No.  of  pupils  treated 

(a)  under  Child  Guidance  arrangements  ...  ...  1 

(b)  under  Speech  Therapy  arrangements  ...  ...  1 
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TABLE  4 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 


(1) 

Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s 

Dental  Officers — • 

(a)  Periodic  age  groups  ... 

...  9,357 

(b)  Specials 

(c)  TOTAL  (periodic  and  specials 

642 

9,999 

(2) 

Number  found  to  require  treatment 

...  7,293 

(3) 

Number  actually  treated 

...  5,300 

(4) 

Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment 

...  7,581 

(5) 

Half-days  devoted  to :  — 

Inspection 

36 

Treatment 

TOTAL  . 

...  1,080 

1,116 

(6) 

Fillings:  - — 

Permanent  Teeth  ... 

...  3,280 

Temporary  Teeth  ... 

TOTAL  . 

211 

3,491 

(7) 

Extractions :  — 

Permanent  Teeth  ... 

...  1,150 

Temporary  Teeth 

TOTAL  . 

...  8,676 

9,826 

(8) 

Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for 

extraction 

...  3,584 

(9) 

Other  operations :  — 

Permanent  Teeth  ... 

...  1 
...  j 

&37 

Temporary  Teeth  ... 

TABLE  5 

(i) 

INFESTATION  WITH  VERMIN 

Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by 

the  school  nurses  or  other  authorized  persons 

...  145,781 

(ii) 

Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be 
infested  ... 

720 

(iii) 

Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 
cleansing  notices  were  issued  ... 

1 

(iv) 

Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 
cleasing  orders  were  issued  ... 

1 
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